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Fellow Lazarites. 

 

Since our last newsletter, I am pleased to report the following: 

 

GRAND PRIORY OF ZIMBABWE 

 

Our friends up north are still involved in doing good work within the leper community 

and raising funds through their monthly book sale. Due to our initiative, they have 

already recently published their own newsletter. Anyone wishing to receive this in future 

should e-mail me. 

 

ORCHESTRAL MASS 

 

Those of us that attended the Orchestral Mass at St Michaels and All Saints enjoyed it 

immensely and sharing the brunch afterwards with some of the parishioners was most 

rewarding 

 

VIGIL and INVESTITURE SERVICE 

 

Both services were very well attended. Anthony’s and Rowan’s sermons will be posted 

on our Facebook page and the Grand Bailiwick’s Website along with a notice relating to 

the induction of our new Associate members, Shaun, Rouxlé and Stefan, the investiture 

of our new Assistant Chaplain, Rev. Terry Wilke and pilgrimage medals awarded to 

William and Heather (with a special Silver Medal of Merit awarded to Billy). An 

announcement of the promotion of our Grand Bailiff, Tamra, to Dame Grand Cross of 

our Order, was read out at the Formal Dinner. A zillion thanks to Lee-ann with her help 

on setting this all up. 

 

I am going to propose to the Commandery Committee that the Vigil format used this 

year – where we incorporate an Act of Rededication - be continued for future Vigils. 

 

INACTIVE LIST 

 

The WCC committee has decided that members of the Commandery who are not up to 

date with their oblations and who have shown no interest in our activities (for whatever 

reason) have been placed on the inactive list. 

 

PROJECTS 

 

Heather Allen’s project at the French School (Junior) in Sea Point, was hugely successful 

and a substantial gift of clothing and food items has been given to the Christine Revell 

Children’s Home.  
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PILGRIMAGE FOR PEACE 

 

We must congratulate and support Caroline Isted, who has a new project walking The 

Pilgrims Way. This is an Old English pilgrimage from Winchester Cathedral to 

Canterbury Cathedral (158 kms) and they will be joining the Diocese of Arundel and 

Brighton Ecumenical walking Pilgrimage Group on their “Walking a Prayer for Peace” 

pilgrimage. This is being offered “As a prayer of solidarity and support for those people 

suffering the effects of conflict or fleeing persecution, praying that the world may 

become a fairer, safer, and more peaceful place.”  

 

Caroline’s actual concept is quite simple – a gift of faith, love and hope – a rooibos 

teabag is wrapped in a square of paper branded with the green cross of our Order and 

containing a prayer and information about Gang Wars in the Western Cape along with 

bank details of where donations can be made. These will be handed out during the 

Pilgrimage and left in key places such as Churches and other gathering spots. The 

funds collected are be used in programmes that give our youth a better opportunity.  

 

Have a look at one of the places these funds will be going: The ‘Project Phoenix’ 

documentary at www.projectphoenix.co.za 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT Caroline through the chapters and phases of her TEA OF PEACE 

journey, as they get pasted on her Face Book page.  

 

email: teapilgrim@stlazarussa.co.za   www.facebook.com/teaofpeace 

phone: +27(0)718959512      Twitter: @TofPeacePilgrim 

 

Your committee has agreed to utilize a substantial portion of the funds raised at this 

year’s Burns Dinner to assist both Christine Revell Children’s Home and the Sarah Fox 

Children’s Hospital. The money will be used to partner with a retailer to accrue best 

value in durables needed by both beneficiaries. Micheil and Cherry Armstrong are 

running with this ptroject. 

 

Cherry and Heather are busy with their project to upgrade the ‘Mother’s Room’ at 

Sarah Fox. This facility is used for short stays by mothers of the infants in critical care 

and is in need of painting, storage facilities, curtains, linen and the like. 

 

We are almost ready to run with this as soon as the people we have approached to 

partner with us on the construction and installation of suitable cupboards for this room 

as well as the Milk Room Project, are on board and committed. 

 

Our Tartan Teddy Project has slowed down through Winter. We need to sell them on. 

Please keep an eye open for those spring church and school fetes where we can set up a 

table. If we do just ten of these a year and sell just thirty teddies on average at each, 

we’ll make way over R40 000 for our beneficiaries and around the same for the teddy 

makers, to help support their families. Contact me on staghorn@iafrica.com or Lititia 

on littpo@gmail.com to get us involved, please.  

 

MEMBER NEWS 

 

The Reverend BEN SMITH – inducted as an Associate last year - is still away on military 

operational duties but will be back with us in late September. 

http://www.projectphoenix.co.za/
mailto:teapilgrim@stlazarussa.co.za
http://www.facebook.com/teaofpeace
mailto:staghorn@iafrica.com
mailto:littpo@gmail.com
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Lititia and I spent a delightful couple of hours with our new Associates, Shaun and 

Rouxlé Moffitt, who are currently extremely busy with their involvement in the 

upcoming municipal elections. They have volunteered to take on a couple of key 

projects once they are freed up in a few days. 

 

IN ACTION 

 

We were very visible on Mandela Day this last Monday. OLeen Louw and Billy set up an 

opportunity for those members of the Western Cape Commandery who could make it 

away from the workplace, to undertake commemorative community service by bringing 

mops and pails brushes, rags, cleaning chemicals and similar; to roll up their sleeves 

and do a fabulous job of scrubbing and cleaning the Home’s laundry, the wards and 

windows at Sarah Fox Children’s Hospital. A zillion thanks to Oleen, Billy, William, 

Mike, Heather, Mac, Caroline and Chris as well as Sandra and Philip who also cooked 

a marvelous shepherd’s pie for the kids. 

 

I sent a newsflash to all our local radio stations saying that ‘To follow the spirit of 

Mandela’s Legacy today, Knights and Officers of the 1600 year-old Military and 

Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem will be taking on today’s cleaning and 

feeding chores at Cape Town’s Sarah Fox Children’s Hospital for terminally ill and 

palliative care children. 

 

This was apparently aired on 567 Cape Talk Radio. 

 

New Associate Stefan Schmidt has linked with a crowd called ‘Nutty Knitters’, who have 

kindly donated their output of woolen beanies and child comforters to us, to be taken 

to our two Homes.  

 

Still on Sarah Fox, my project to substantially upgrade the MILK ROOM at Sarah Fox is 

in its second phase while we knock on doors to bring suitable partners to sponsor 

materials and perhaps labour to replace work and wall surfaces, storage areas, 

implements and so on. 

 

Cherry has handed over a large quantity of wool - sponsored by this Commandery – to 

her knitting group and she has already collected a substantial quantity of baby and 

mother items (such as layettes) that have been made. These first items will go to 

indigent mothers out in a Wellington community. 

 

DONATION 

 

I am pleased to advise that through the unstinting efforts of our Grand Bailiff, the Grand 

Priory of Finland has donated 2000 Euros (then around R35000) to Christine Revell 

Home. We will monitor its use on one of their capital projects, which I have been 

informed will probably be the construction of a new palisade security fence on the front 

of the property. The Home has fallen victim to a number of attempted break-ins 

recently. 

 

During the last month, we also agreed to cover the small cost of an emergency repair 

that needed to be done to secure the Home’s outer vibracrete wall. 

 

 

 



EXCURSION 

 

We are planning an excursion to the Leper’s Chapel on Robben Island for the third 

quarter of the year. Our Order has quite a history with this site, - not only through our 

historic care of lepers in the example set by Saint Lazarus, but our own interest in this 

particular chapel on this iconic site. Some years ago, the Grand Bailiwick funded a 

restoration project for the chapel. We intend to hold a simple, private service there. Jen 

Crocker will manage this project. 

 

INTERNET 

 

I earnestly suggest that you visit the Order’s International Website http://www.st-

lazarus.net and send me anything you feel should be on our own Grand Bailiwick’s Web 

page.  

 

Feel free to post on our Grand Bailiwick’s Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/stlazarus.sa  and follow Caroline on her Pilgrimage.  

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

James is busy with extending our contacts database, as part of our ongoing initiative to 

attract new members of the right caliber. We need all our existing members to work on 

this, as we need to build the Order in this country to be better able to assist those 

beneficiaries we work for. 

 

CONNECTING 

 

At last, we‘re now connected to each other on WhatsApp. Thank you Caroline and 

William. If you’re not and you want to be, contact William on 082-452-9472 

 

If you have any issue or idea that you’d like to be tabled for your committee’s meetings 

please let Anthony Lister or me know. 

 

IF YOU HAVE AN IDEA for one of our projects or perhaps to run one of your own or even 

know of a person or organisation who would be willing to partner with us on one of our 

projects, please make connect with me so that we can talk this through. 

 

 

WILL CARTER 

Commander: Western Cape Commandery 

 

 

PS: The Cape Town Burns Supper Club has already started the planning for our next 

big Charity Dinner on the first Saturday in February 2017 again. We’re aiming to 

top this year’s substantial end result.         Watch this space. 

 

 

 

 

staghorn@iafrica.com                                                                                                                    Tel: 082-377-7830 

http://www.st-lazarus.net/
http://www.st-lazarus.net/
https://www.facebook.com/stlazarus.sa
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