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SUMMER 2015/16

We’re gearing up for the Christine Revell morning market, 
another fundraiser for this worthy cause where we have the 
opportunity to come together and work as a team for those 
in need.

Without question, the highlight of the past few months was 
the very successful Burns Dinner for which thanks particu-
larly go to Will Carter, for enabling us to join this fabulous 
occasion and have the proceeds go to both Christine Revell 
and Sarah Fox.

What a fabulous night that was! There were many who helped 
aside from Will, notably Micheil Armstrong and Michael and 
Heather Allen, Caroline Isted and Jen Crocker. We are all 
grateful for having had the opportunity to show ourselves off 
in the best possible way, for the best possible reason.

At the time of writing, it’s just before Easter. High feasts 
and festivals, fun as they may be for many South Afri-
cans, serve to remind us of our good fortune, our need to 
give thanks for all we have, and the necessity of thinking 
about those less fortunate than ourselves.

We’ve also had renewed interest in people wishing to join our Order, and I know that Western Cape Com-
mander Will Carter is hard at work making sure all the necessary paperwork is done and all preparations are 
made for an Investiture as soon as practicable. As I have said before, we are not of the mainstream; we are not 
for the mundane or uninteresting. We are for those who are grounded in their religion, respectful of heritage and 
chivalry and mindful of those less fortunate than ourselves.

We had a lovely Investiture late last year where the Silver Medal of Merit was awarded to The Chevalier James 
Bissett, KLJ, The Rev. Canon Rowan Smith, SChLJ and The Chevalier Johan Louw, KCLJ. The Gold Cross of Merit 
was awarded to The Chevalier William de Villiers, KStJ, KLJ, KMLJ, an award richly deserved after years of loyal 
service and dedication. A new associate, CS Frank Esq, formed part of the proceedings and of course the admis-
sion to the Order for Hannah Abrahams-Crocker, who did splendidly. Captain Will Carter, JCD was promoted 
from OLJ to CLJ which was long overdue, while the inaugural Kerry Capstick-Dale Award was awarded to The 
Chevalier Micheil Armstrong KLJ and Cherry Armstrong, CLJ, again for all their hard work, dedication and willing-
ness to serve, which goes often unnoticed by many.

I had a very good visit to New Orleans late last year with a number of important decisions being made and I 
have communicated many of these to you already. I was also asked by the Grand Master to serve another term, 
to which I have agreed.

I’m looking forward to great things this year. Godspeed all.

TAMRA
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VIGIL and INVESTITURE

“In Mediaeval times, the evening before a knight 
was invested; he spent the hours of darkness 
in prayer before the altar.  He was ceremo-
nially bathed (don’t worry Hannah -we won’t 
do that to you) and his weapons and armour 
placed on the altar.  

“The bath was a reminder of the cleansing we 
each receive from Jesus through our baptism 
and this Vigil reminds us all of that.  We are 
cleansed for our new work. 

Our VIGIL SERVICE– traditionally held 
in Chapel the evening before our Inves-
titure Service, was this September led by 
ANTHONY LISTER CLJ. A fair number of 
members attended, in support of our can-
didate, Hanah.

Anthony opened the Vigil with prayer and us-
ing  Ephesians 6, v 10 - 18 as his reference 
point, offered the following sermon.

“He  spent  the  night  in  prayer  and  contemplation  of  his  new  calling  and we echo that in our Vigil 
service.   It is to prepare you, Hannah and it is to remind the rest of us of the vows we have each taken and 
of their solemnity.  It is also notable that knights and members of Orders of Chivalry in those days were all 
male.  Thank God we have moved beyond that.

“In the First Lesson, we heard of the ‘whole armour of God.’  We are a Christian Order, an Order which 
began as Hospitallers, established - if my grasp of history serves me correctly - to look after those Knights of 
the Order of St John who contracted leprosy whilst on Crusade in the Holy Land.
 

“Later, we added the Military aspect as more men were needed to continue the battles to protect Chris-
tendom’s Holy Places.  Today, our fight is not primarily one of actual warfare and physical battles, of weapons 
and armour.  Much more are we invested in a spiritual battle against the forces of darkness and evil, so our 
armoury is a spiritual one and is given us by God through Jesus.  

“Our  forebears   in  the  Order  fought  with  swords  and  so  on  against the Ottoman Turks  and  against  
the  forces  of  Islam in  the  Holy  Land.   (This  is  not  going  to  turn into an anti-Islam rant.)  Today our 
fight is against oppression and wickedness.
  
“There is little need to fight leprosy in South Africa any longer so that aspect of our Hospitaller mission has 
faded away.  As a result, we resolved at the ‘bosberaad’ held some years ago at Villiersdorp, to fight what we 
have termed ‘social leprosy’, to work to assist and support the outcasts of our society exactly as our forbears 
did when they tended the Knights of St John to whom I earlier referred. 

“ That mission WILL bring us into conflict with the forces of darkness and those of the world, which wish to 
perpetuate suffering and stigma, oppression and denigration.  Our weapons - the Gospel weapons, of truth, 
honesty, compassion, righteousness, peace and faith - equip us to bring light into what is frequently a dark 
world.
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“There is, however, a temptation.......  Here I know I am speaking directly to myself, where we allow ourselves 
to become militant and arrogant, -even if our cause is right.  We, in the Order of St Lazarus, and again I speak 
directly to Anthony, are in peril of this if we place our emphasis on the mantles and medals which we wear - 
even though justifiably - with such pride.  I am not for one moment suggesting we do away with them. I would 
be horrified.  I am suggesting that we need to remind ourselves constantly, that these baubles are not our 
primary calling; which is the carrying of the Gospel of Christ and the relief of suffering in the world.

“Thus, the Gospel message is a reminder to you, Hannah, our Postulant, and indeed to all of us, of how our 
God-inspired mission should be lived.  If we emulate the attributes found in the Beatitudes, Jesus tells us, we 
will be richly blessed.  

“The Armour of God gives us the equipment we need in order to live in a Beatific style.  Jesus knows us and 
loves us.  He commissions us to combat evil, not stridently and arrogantly, but with love.  He commissions us 
to live to the service of others.  He knows the dangers and difficulties we will face, so He gives us the armour 
and weapons we need to accomplish our fights, to win the battles and to serve others in humility and love.

“We spend a short time in quiet and contemplation.  For you, Hannah, this is about your admission to the 
Order and the vows you will take.  For the rest of us it is a time in which to re-dedicate ourselves.

“In the name of God, who is Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.

Amen. “

READINGS 
The First Lesson: Isaiah 61 v 1-4; 
Psalm 144 v 1-10; 
The Second Lesson: Ephesians 6 v 10-17. VIGIL
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Silver Medal of Merit    The Chevalier J.B.M Bissett, KLJ
       The Rev. Canon R.Q Smith, SchLJ
       The Chevalier J.G. Louw KCLJ

Gold Cross of Merit    The Chevalier A.W.de Villiers, KStJ.,KLJ, KMLJ

Postulant for Admission   Ms H.R. Abrahams-Crocker

Promotion      Capt. W. M. Carter JCD, BMLJ      OLJ to CLJ
 

The Kerry Capstick-Dale Award  The Chevalier M.J. Armstrong KLJ
(Commandery of the Western Cape)  Commander C. Armstrong CLJ

INVESTITURE
By command of the Grand Bailiff, our INVESTITURE SERVICE was held at St Michaels 
and All Angels the next day.

During this important Service - focused largely on the Admission of postlant Hannah Abra-
hams-Crocker - the following awards and a promotions were made:

From front, left to right: Organist Richard Haigh, Dame Tamra Capstick-Dale, Dame O’Leen Louw. the 
Chevalier Willam de Villiers, the Chevalier Micheil Armstrong. Second row: Lititia Pool, Jennifer Crocker, 
Caroline Isted, Hannah Crocker, Cherry Armstrong, Heather Allen, Will Carter, The Canon Revd. Rowan 
Smith. Back row: Anthony Lister, Mary Lister, Michael Espin (hidden), the Chevalier Johan Louw, the Che-
valier Michael Allen, ‘Mac’ Bisset.
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CAPE  TOWN COMMANDERY

Apart from a fair number of parish-
ioners, a large group of folk from the 
surrounding Observatory community 
wandered through the doors, bought 
their books of tickets and trooped 
around the various stalls, sampling the 
variety of food on offer.

The Commandery ran a beef burger ta-
ble outside. Constituent food elements 
were purchased; Micheil Armstrong 
and Mike Allen and team prepared 
and cooked up the burgers the night 
before and utensils, pans, gas rings and 
a bunch of other items were offered 
by members, to make it happen. Caro-
line largely coordinated the effort and 
was behind the table that afternoon to 
serve, along with Heather, Mike and 
Jennifer.

Long before sunset, the burger bar was 
up and running and additional Lazarite 
hands went to work as volunteer help-
ers on other tables - chiefly the cold 
drink, beer and wine bar (James) and 
the spaghetti bolognaise table (Mac 
and Will) in the hall.

During the event, Lititia used her time 
handing out our new contact book-
marks and gathering names for our da-
tabase. Tamra visited with young Ja-
mie, who seemed to enjoy the sights 
and smells enormously. Cherry, An-
thony and Mary, along with Johan 
and O’Leen all showed their support 
and were seen at odd intervals talking 
up a storm or queuing to claim their 
choice of dinner from one of the tables. 

On the last night of October, members of the Western Cape Commandery donned 
aprons and cheerfully gave their culinary skills and energies to the St Michaels and All 
Angels bi-annual fund-raising FOOD FAIR, staged in the church hall and outside gar-
dens as the sun set over Table Mountain to the West.

FOOD FAIR

Anthony visits the burger table, where Mike, Heather, 
Caroline and Jenny are about to serve up

Cherry, with St Michael’s as a backdrop, and 
Anthony

Will and 
Mac lend a 
hand at the 
Spagetti Bolo-
gnaise table
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FOOD FAIR

Fr. Richard tucks into the first of 
his dinner

O’Leen and 
Johan made 
sure that they 
supported this 
worthy event

 Lititia handed out a 
basketful of bookmarks

James was perhaps the busiest person 
there, dispensing welcome beer and 
wine for tickets.

FOOD FAIR
BURGERS

Heather, Caroline and Jamie.  All smiles.
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PROFILE  ON  ONE  OF  OURS
ARMSTRONG of MUNGBYHURST CA., FCI, FSA(SCOT) KLJ

Micheil is in every sense, larger than life. On a path well-travelled, this Lazarite has 
achieved much to be proud of.

Micheil was born and raised in the then Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and, as a young man, lived 
through four years of that terrible war that wracked and ultimately nearly destroyed our once 
flourishing neighbour.

As soon as he had completed his Articles as a chartered accountant in Bulawayo (Harare), 
Micheil seized the opportunity to head as far south as he could on the continent of Africa, to 
build a better life in an environment where hard work and business acumen could thrive in a 
setting of relative stability and safety. 

Eventually, bored with accounting, he shifted focus to clothing production and found this to be 
a great deal more interesting and challenging. 

After many years - and directorships in four companies - Micheil got bitten by the entrepre-
neurial bug and launched his own company - Al’s Clothing - in 1989. This concern now employs 
340 people producing 17000 garments a week. 

As a side to this, he owns and manages a property company - Dumfriesshire Properties - and 
an asset company, Mangerton Holdings.

Head of the Standing Council of Chiefs in Scotland, Sir Malcom MacGregor 
of MacGregor and Lady Fiona MacGregor, with Cherry and Micheil Armstrong
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Micheil has right to the title ‘Laird of Mungbyhurst’, as he can trace direct lineage back to the 
1st Laird of Mungbyhurst in 1523. He Matriculated arms at Lyon Court in 1996.

He is president of the Armstrong Clan Trust of Scotland and titular head of the Clan Arm-
strong, and has been awarded the Gilknockie gold medal for services to the Clan.  With his 
strong roots in Scotland and particularly the Borders, he has served as chairman of the Border 
Gatherings for three years.

Amongst Micheil’s other honours, is his being made a Freeman of the City of Glasgow in 2007, 
for contributions to Scottish culture. A member of the Council of Armigers of Scotland, he is 
also a Fellow of the Society of Antiquities of Scotland.

Micheil was honoured to stand as Chief of the huge Highland Games in South Carolina, USA, 
in 2009.

In his more private life, Micheil is a Master Mason and member of Lodge Southern Cross in 
the Scottish Constitution and is a Knight of the Grand Priory of Scotland.

He is also a Knight in the Order of Malta and a Fellow of the Incorporation of Tailors in 
Glasgow.

Micheil is an active member of the Society of Heraldry of Scotland and, having studied heraldry 
for over 30 years, has lectured on the subject in Scotland and South Africa. He has authored 
numerous papers on the history of the Scottish Borders and been involved in the re-publica-
tion of a number of old historic books on that area. 

“I am currently translating an Armstrong history - written in old Scots - to English”, he told 
us. “It’s proving to be a monumental task, but I’m finding it utterly absorbing and fascinating”.

Cherry Armstrong OLJ, managed to distract Micheil’s attention long enough for them to 
‘tie the knot’ 30 years ago and they have been blessed with  four daughters, Shelley, Sarah , Jen-
nifer and Catherine, as well as a grandson, Sebastian. Sarah now works with Micheil, Jennifer is 
studying neuroscience at UCT and Catherine is still in high school.
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Micheil joined the Order in 2002 and was Commander of the Western Cape Commandery for 
four years, during which the Commandery grew to have 53 active members and raised over 
three hundred thousand Rand with formal functions at the iconic Mount Nelson, St Valentine 
picnics, cookathons and dinners, as well as donations from various sources.

With Cherry, he attended the Unification of the Order meeting held in Vienna in 2005, the 
year that he was also promoted to Knight in the Order.

Micheil was appointed chancellor of the Grand Bailiwick of South Africa in 2007. In this semi-
nal year, he worked with the late Kerry Capstick-Dale in planning and facilitating a prestigious 
award and recognition to Archbishop Emeritus, Desmond Tutu, as well as the consecration of 
the St. Lazarus nave/chapel at St Michaels and All Angels. He was instrumental in setting up the 
Knights’ Standards and the display in the church above this area. 

Cherry and Micheil visited the St Lazarus Priory in Malta in 2010 and the cave where St Paul 
reputedly took shelter. 

“Cherry has always been at my side in what we have achieved for the Order and its benefi-
ciaries across the years,” said Micheil. “She has also by herself until this year, raised the money 
for the wool for the Baptist knitting group, as well as the Christmas hampers for St Michaels 
(which she paid for herself) and made up each year. Cherry has helped raise a lot of money 
and goods for the childrens’ homes our Commandery supports. 

At the inauguration of the Grand Master in Manchester Cathedral in 2008, Micheil was asked 
to do the Welcome Speech from Africa.  Remarkably, he did this in eight African languages.

IN OUR ORDER

Sarah, Cherry, Catherine, Micheil and Jennifer
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VISIT TO CHRISTINE REVELL
(HAPPINESS IS A HUG FROM THE GRAND BAILIFF)

Late last year, members of the Commandery visited the 
CHRISTINE REVELL CHILDRENS’ HOME in Athlone to 
build bridges with the staff and kids and at the same time, 
do a little team building with common purpose.

We took along pots of food, cold drinks and assorted bags of 
toys and were soon swamped by the sights and sounds of young-
sters letting free rein to the occasion. Young Jamie was in the 
thick of it. Mike and Heather Allen prepped the burgers and 
handed out biscuits and bottles. Pretty soon, Caroline, Chris 
and Jen were up to the shoulders (they were sitting on the As-
troturf) buried under kids all wanting their share of the caring.

Tamra pushed swings and hugged kids, while Will pottered 
around keeping toys intact and generally getting in the way of 
youngsters wanting to get from here to there in the shortest time 
possible.

The afternoon was good fun for all of us and it’s heartily recom-
mended that more members join us next time we visit one of 
the Homes we support.

 

 

 

Jen Crocker and the Grand Bailiff, with their charge for 
the moment.

Late lunch and some new toys 
donated by Jamie and your own 
space to hang around in. ....
Bliss.....

Sherry, Jamie, Caroline and a whole lot of new friends 
romp on the Astoturf.
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Christine Revell Children’s Home provides full-time care for up to 49 babies and children from birth to five years 
of age who have been referred by social workers and placed here by order of a children’s court. The children are 
either neglected, abandoned, abused, orphaned and are accepted at the home irrespective of HIV status, race or 
gender.

The Home strives to create a warm, friendly and homely environment, with the ultimate aim of re-uniting each 
child with its parents or the extended family should circumstances permit. Children are also placed into foster 
care with suitable families in the communities and when the proper legal channels have been followed, children 
can also be adopted. These decisions are always taken with the full involvement of social workers, the family and 
children’s courts.

 

 

 

 

Young Jamie shared his toys with 
other fascinated boys his age.

Solemn contemplation. There’s nothing quite like  
sittng on your own, trying to figure out what this giz-
mo is and where it’s supposed to go and then what 
are you supposed to do with it.

Heather and Caroline 
with some wholly ab-
sorbed youngsters

Caroline and Chris with an armload of happy kids.



page 12

It was blind luck that I was due to be on business in Latin 
America in September, which enabled me to attend the 
Grand Magistral Council (GMC) meeting in New Or-
leans en route. 

The event was combined with a major Investiture of the 
American Grand Priory, and although I missed this, I believe 
it was something to behold!

The GMC meeting went very smoothly and was well attend-
ed by members. The most important thing, of course, was the 
discussion on our new international constitution, which after 
having been approved at the GMC, was then put to the vote 
at the Heads of Jurisdiction meeting the next day. The vote 
was unanimous and we now have a new constitution, which 
clarifies a number of issues that had been raised in the past.

Another important result of the meeting was the announce-
ment that we have a new Hospitaller General in the person 
of Brett Delahunt from New Zealand, and we look for-
ward to great things from him. If his energy is anything to go 
by, we won’t have to wait long!

GRAND MAGISTRAL COUNCIL 

On the last evening, we had a super dinner in downtown New Orleans and there was a wonderful 
sense of harmony and common purpose between us. This is consistent with the last meeting I attended 
in Cordoba, Spain, in November last year. It’s a great privilege to serve on the GMC.

Our Grand Bailiff attends the

in New Orleans
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HOME GROWN INITIATIVE
Supported by one of our own

The Omegaview Community Project 
- a charity established in 2009 - is situ-
ated in Lavender Hill on the Cape Flats. 
Like most such charitable initiatives in 
this country, it faces major challenges to 
meet even its simplest objectives. 

Derrick Rosslind CLJ has made it his 
business to get involved and invoked his 
commitment to the Ideals of our Order to 
assist this very worthy cause.

Lavender Hill is an area littered with bro-
ken homes. Community life is riddled with 
gangsterism and drug abuse.

The founders of this vital community project, local resident John Nicholson and his family, 
knew that there was a desperate need for neighbourhood children coming from school to 
have a safe place – a haven - to do their homework, study and play and perhaps get something 
to eat, as there is likely little of this to be found in their homes. 

A sympathetic benefactor donated a shipping container and this was placed in the small yard 
of John’s house.  He has since lined the walls with books and the haven has become at once a 
library and a place of hope.  

Tables and chairs have been collected, along with a number of old and obsolete PCs, TVs and 
video players. These are repaired and used to give the kids access to technology, enhance their 
literacy skills and entertain them.

A soup kitchen was also established in this tiny house to ensure that the children have a meal 
when they return from school.

Any afternoon, somewhere between 
forty and sixty children cram into 
John’s yard and this container library 
and the number is growing. Sometimes 
the youngsters have to be kept inside as 
the gangs do battle in the dusty streets 
of Lavender Hill.

John Nicholson is unemployed and 
depends solely on donations to keep 
this project going. The congregation of 
the Dutch Reformed Church, Simon’s 
Town and others have been important 
benefactors.

The crowded container library 
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Derrick Rosslind decided to assist with the ongoing battle to feed the children, quite apart 
from the daily problem of funding electricity and gas, cooking utensils, buying building materi-
als for maintenance and a desperately needed extension for storage and play room. There is 
a continuous shortage of fresh and dry/tinned food, cleaning chemicals, soap and toilet paper, 
rubbish bags, and simple things like board games.

So Derrick – as he has done a number of times before - approached his contacts in the com-
mercial fishing sector and managed to arrange a sizeable donation of high protein canned fish 
that will make a great many meals. He’s also given time and energy to work with Lynne Marais 
– the Omegaview Community Project coordinator.

“The vision and dream for this project,” says Lynne, “is to ensure that the children have a place 
fitted with all the necessary equipment to assist with their studies; a place which is safe and 
secure. The kids need to feel nurtured and – at least for a few hours -  able to lead a normal 
life without the fear and uncertainty that daily threatens our community out there on the 
streets.”

Local youngsters queue up 
after school as they wait for 
the Omeagview Communi-
ty  Project soup kitchen to 
open.

 

Volunteer adult minders monitor the afternoon activities of the scores of local children who play and 
learn in their container library and outside on the pavement.
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HOME GROWN INITIATIVE

DERRICK ROSSLIND CLJ  (left)  handing over the generous gift of fish donated by Mrs. Ulpha 
Robinson and her company, COMLIFE, to Omega Project representative, ALWYN MARAIS

 

 

 

Youngsters head home after an afternoon’s safe 
play at the Omega Community Project’s backyard 
after-school haven.

FACT. City of Cape Town Social Ser-
vices estimate that over 380 000 chil-
dren on the Cape Flats are likely to be 
without supervised after-school care 
any weekday afternoon. 
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The TARTAN TEDDY initiative is again 
up and running, with the reins being 
taken up by LITITIA POOL OLJ. 

Using offcuts from a unique tartan cre-
ated to commemorate the 175th An-
niversary of widely known WYNBERG 
BOYS’ HIGH SCHOOL, she supplies the 
varying - largely donated - materials and 
oversees the quality and constancy of the 
handcrafting done by the ladies at West-
lake Community Development Proj-
ect (WCDP) and gets the teddies to the 
school on time.

Only a limited edition of 175 of these ted-
dies (nicknamed by pupils ‘McNaughty’ af-
ter John McNaughton, first headmaster of 
the school in 1841) will be made across 
this year. Each has the iconic 175th com-
memorative logo embroidered on its chest 
and has the story of the Order’s involve-
ment printed on an attached swing tag.

Outside of this, our usual tartan teddy 
project will continue to grow as offcuts 
in a variety of tartans - along with odd 
lengths of denim and Melton materials - 
become available and are finished by these 
skilled ladies to be sold through our nor-
mal channels.

We are proud of the fact that not only 
does this support the WCDP, but that 
100% of the balance of the monies raised 
is being used to meet some of the ongo-
ing needs that allow Christine Revell 
Childrens’ Home and the Sarah Fox 
Home to continue to keep their doors 
open and provide for the children in their 
care.

OUR 
TARTAN
TEDDY
PROJECT



TARTAN
TEDDY
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Burns Dinners are staged worldwide in late January to early 
February and celebrate the life and works of Scotland’s iconic 
bard, Robert Burns. 

Customarily, the event encompasses a programme of tradi-
tional toasts and a dinner with haggis and lamb, against a back-
drop of bagpipe music, whisky, Highland dancers and commu-
nal song, along with a measure of fund-raising for a worthy 
cause or two.

The Western Cape Commandery was offered the chance to 
join the wholly volunteer, non-profit organisers of the Dinner 
and act as the conduit for the proper collection and full dis-
bursement of all funds raised.

“Such a partnership brings to the table not only the proven 
organizational skills of the event team and their database of 
guests who return each year (this was the 22nd annual Burns 
Club dinner in Cape Town), but also members of the Order 
able to raise items of value to auction and raffle and to run 
with these two signature events on the night,” said Grand Bai-
liff, Dame Tamra Capstick-Dale.

At this particular social calendar dinner, distinguished guests 
included the British High Commissioner, the Ambassador for 
Ireland, Members of Parliament, a Scottish noble, many public 
figures and a sizeable contingent of members and officers of 
the Order. 

The significant funds raised will go entirely to purchase items 
desperately needed by these two homes and include a long list 
of essential child healthcare articles, food supplements, cloth-
ing, toiletries, and administrative material.

The Dinner also provided welcome exposure for the Order 
and its work on a greater public platform.

WESTERN CAPE COMMANDERY THEME DINNER RAISES SIGNIFICANT 
FUNDS FOR CHILDRENS’ HOMES

The Western Cape Commandery recently worked in partnership with the Cape Town Burns Supper Club 
to raise significant funding or the two children.’s home we support and had a great deal of fun in the 
process.

FUND - R A I S I N G

The Chevalier William de Villiers, the Cheva-
lier Johan Louw, Mac Bisset and Rob Mitch-
ell

 

Anthony Lister, the Chavalier Micheil Arm-
strong and Will Carter

Philip Engelen, Mac Bissett, Mary van Blom-
mestein, Sandra Engelen and Jen Crocker
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Will Carter, Lititia Pool, Lady Josephine Sempill, Lord Jamie Sem-
pill, Grand Bailiff, Tamra Capstick-Dale, the Chevalier Micheil 
Armstrong, British High Commissioner, H.E Judith Macgregor and 
Cherry Armstrong.

Grand Bailiff in South Africa, Dame 
Tamra Capstick-Dale gives her ‘Toast to 
Scotland and South Africa.’

Whisky Ambassador, Alan Schuman, addresses the 
Haggis in his own inimitable style.

The Regimental Drums and Pipes of the Cape 
Town Highlanders.

The Chevaliers Micheil Armstrong and Mike Allen

The Ambassador for Ireland, 
H.E. Liam MacGabhann
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Christy-Lyn added an aura of Celtic 
calm to the evening

Heather Allen watched closely as bid-
ding for the artwork, collectables and 
fine single malts and wines rose to 
unexpected levels.

Kilted dancers gave a thrilling display 
of modern Highland dance.

Jen Crocker and popular radio person-
ality and the evening’s MC, Guy Mac-
donald get the auction on its way.

Jen Crocker with one of the paintings that helped 
raise the funds we need to do the work we do.

Chris Downie, Caroline Isted and the Chevalier 
Micheil Armstrong
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For ease of reference, members of the Order who 
attended and supported the Burns Dinner were the 
following, in alphabetical order

The Chevalier Micheil Armstrong KLJ
Cherry Armstrong CLJ
Heather Allen OLJ
The Chevalier Mike Allen JCD KLJ
‘Mac’ Bisset SM MMM CLJ
Capt. Will Carter JCD BMLJ CLJ
Jen Crocker OLJ
Dame Tamra Capstick-Dale DCLJ
The Chevalier William De Villiers KLJ
Billy Downer ALJ OMLJ
Chris Downie OLJ
Philip Engelen OLJ

CAPE TOWN BURNS SUPPER CLUB
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE

Caroline Isted OLJ
Alan Lindhorst OLJ
Anthony Lister CLJ BMLJ
Mary Lister OLJ BMLJ
The Chevalier Johan Louw KCLJ
Dame O’Leen Louw DLJ,MMLJ, CMLJ
Robert Mitchel OLJ
Lititia Pool OLJ
Selwyn Veley ALJ
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WILL CARTER   JCD CLJ BMLJ
Editor

FINAL WORD
A few weeks ago, I was doing my usual late night trick of dozing over a book in our reading room, when 
something I’d inadequately scanned some paragraphs before, jolted me to go back and look for it.

It was a quotation in the midst of a discourse by a Colonel Martlidge on his experiences in the after-
math of months in the dreadful killing fields of Delville Wood and the Somme, just over a century ago.
Oddly….. -a quotation by the notable 19th century German writer and statesman, Johann Wolfgang 
von Goethe 

Mountains cannot be surmounted except by winding paths

Of course, this observation is not entirely true, but in the sense of it and in the knowledge that - even 
in only the South African context – the need for humanitarian relief on any scale is unending, we in the 
Order have pledged before God to walk that winding path.

I believe that we are well on the road and I look forward to showcasing the work we do in the months 
and years ahead

A small idea that’s grown into a most useful, un-
obtrusive way of reminding people who we are, 
what we do and how to get hold of us.

It’s a BOOKMARK with our signature green rib-
bon attached. 

The concept, design, printing and ribboning were 
donated by two members and these bookmarks 
have appeared as handouts wherever we are active 
in the public space, like the St Michaels Food Fair 
and the Cape Town Burns Dinner and will continue 
to be used in this manner in the future.

This has already paid dividends in terms of attract-
ing like-minded folk who are interested in joining 
the Order, to assist us in the good work we do.

The next move may be to see them between the 
pages of hymnbooks in parishes across the city. And 
why not?

OUR OWN RECRUITMENT INITIATIVE
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THE GRAND BAILIWICK OF SOUTH AFRICA
OFFICE BEARERS and MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL

GRAND BAILIFF   Dame Tamra J. Capstick-Dale DCLJ  
RECEIVER GENERAL   Selwyn Veley ALJ
HERALD    The Chevalier Micheil Armstrong KLJ
CUSTODIAN OF INSIGNIA  Anthony Lister OLJ
Member without Portfolio  The Chevalier Johan Louw KCLJ
     

     

WESTERN CAPE COMMANDERY
COMMANDER   The Chevalier Michael Allen JCD KLJ (to 20 March 2016)
     Will Carter JCD CLJ BMLJ (from 20 March 2016)

GAUTENG DELEGATION

COMMANDER (Acting)  The Chevalier Ron Pennicott SM MMM KLJ KMLJ

CONTACT DETAILS

Lee-ann Heyburgh         Tel:    021-426-1233            Lee-ann@corporateimage.co.za

The Editor – in compiling, designing, arranging and publishing this newsletter – accepts all material 
offered or otherwise sourced for publication in good faith and takes no responsibility for any con-
tent that may prove to be incorrect.

FEEL FREE  TO PASS  THIS NEWSLETTER ON  TO  ANYONE 
         TO  WHOM  YOU  THINK IT MAY BE OF INTEREST  


