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Summer 2014

Sometimes, it takes an outsider’s perspective to force con-
text and acceptance and sometimes, encourage new faith 
and energy.

 The visit of our International dignitaries did that for me at 
least, and I know for many of you too. 

It’s been a very long time since we had an international delega-
tion visit us here in South Africa (for which the Grand Magistral 
Council apologised more than once!). 

That said, it was worth the wait. It truly was a whirlwind of activ-
ity from the time they landed until they left en route to Spain and 
the GMC meeting and Spanish Investiture in Córdoba.

The week they were with us gave us the opportunity to regroup, spend good time together, acknowledge 
hard work, expose the good work we do, remember why we belong to an Order such as ours and introduce 
new members and associates to our rather interesting organisation. 

It was a great combination of activities and I need to thank particularly William de Villiers, Michael Allen, 
Will Carter, Rowan Smith and Lee-ann Heyburgh for all their work, although of course there were 
many others who all contributed to the success of their visit.

As for context and acceptance: I think often we are too self-critical, too self-reflective. We don’t give our-
selves room to enjoy our efforts and celebrate our togetherness. There has never been a St Lazarus event I 
have not enjoyed, and our Investiture dinner at the new City Club was one of the best, I think. 

I took a moment between the speeches and festivities to look around the room. Everyone was enjoying the 
moment and revelling in the company they were in. That alone gave me pause for thought of how lucky we 
are to belong to a small but growing, interesting but eclectic, theologically grounded, chivalrous Order. 

We are not of the mainstream; we are not for the mundane or uninteresting. We are for those who are 
grounded in their religion, respectful of heritage and chivalry and mindful of those less fortunate than our-
selves. 

Our Order has incredible potential for growth, but growth of the right kind. We are not in the business of 
mindless recruiting, nor are we particularly worried about raising billions or being self-congratulatory. We are 
just a nice group of people. I am proud of the privilege to lead you.

Tamra
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Three senior international office-bearers of the Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of Jeru-
salem arrived in Cape Town on a planned visit in October, to reaffirm ties with, and support for the 
South African Grand Bailiwick and its future growth and humanitarian work.

While here, Grand Chancellor the Chevalier Edward White GCLJ; Grand Marshal, the Chevalier C W Gil-
luly NCM, GCLJ, GCMLJ, SMLJ; and Vice Grand Chancellor, Dame Marny Gilluly DGCLJ, also attended the 
Grand Bailiwick’s Vigil and Investiture Services at St Michaels and All Angels in Observatory.

Grand Prior of the Priory of Zimbabwe, The Chevalier Hugh de Robeck, GCLJ and his wife, Ginny, also trav-
elled to Cape Town to attend our Vigil and Investiture Service, which was followed by a formal dinner in the  
timeless, classic surrounds of the prestigious Cape Town Club.

As a precursor to the more serious side of their visit, our international guests spent an evening in the home 
of Commander Michael Allen and his wife Heather, so that members of the Western Cape Commandery 
and members of the National Council of the Grand Bailiwick could chat with them informally on matters of 
common interest.

VISIT BY INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION

One important item on the visitors’ agenda was a meeting with the our National Council, where a detailed 
report on the positive changes happening in our Order and its jurisdictions around the world was tabled. Is-
sues and ideas specific to the Grand Bailiwick of South Africa were discussed at length. There is a new sense 
of partnership and unity of purpose in the air.

One critical element is a new, more dynamic level of accountability and exchange of jurisdiction communica-
tions based on common standards. The Order’s Web presence has been dramatically improved. The South Af-
rican Grand Bailiwick’s standing in the Order has been strengthened by the announcement that Dame Tamra 
would be attending the Grand Magistral Council meeting in Cordoba just a few days later.

During their stay, the international delegation visited the Christine Revell Children’s Home, the Sarah 
Fox Home and the Sisters of Mercy, three projects supported specifically by the Western Cape Com-
mandery.

CAPE  TOWN  October & November 2014

Left to right: Michael Allen, Heather Allen, C W Gil-
luly and front, Tamra Capstick-Dale, Marny Gilluly 
and ‘Ted’  White
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VIGIL in support of Postulants

    “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.
      Put on the whole armour of God....”  ( Ephesians 6 v.10f)

Following the custom of chivalry, those who are to be invested into 
the Order of St Lazarus are required to reflect on your readiness to 
make this commitment to serve under the banner of the Cross.  

This Vigil is also an opportunity for those already invested to recall 
their own commitment to serve those on the margins of society.  
The vision of the Order was, in its origins, to care for those with 
leprosy, those marginalized by society.  

So today, the care is shown not just to those afflicted by leprosy but 
to all who experience being marginalized and are victims of stigma 
in society. These experiences are so very present today as President 
Obama of the USA pointed out in a recent speech, on the response 
of the world to the Ebola pandemic. Medical personnel covered 
completely in protective clothing, looking for all the world like as-
tronauts. Fear of touch leading to exclusion. 

Stigma, prejudice, ignorance, rejection and anything which robs an-
other of their human dignity, are what you Lititia - and all of us - are 
called to oppose. 

St. Michaels and All Angels, Observatory

The evening before our Grand Bailiwick’s Investiture Service, we are commanded to attend a Vigil to 
renew our vows and in support of those postlants who will enter the ranks of our Order.  Our Vigil this 
year was conducted by Revd. Canon Rowan Smith SChLJ, who gave us the following Homily....

But we do not in own power but by the grace of God as St Paul reminds us:
             “ .. be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power”...

So while these tasks to which you will be committing yourself may seem overwhelming, you will not be acting 
alone but as a member of this Order and more “... in the strength of (God’s) power..”

Traditionally, at the start of the Vigil, the knight’s armour would have been placed on the altar for blessing . 

Reflect then on the armour which God supplies and its application to our calling:

v.14 “..the belt of truth around your waist..” Truth on our lips, truth in our heart.  A person of integrity.

v.15 “As shoes..... the gospel of peace..”  Jesus says that the peacemakers are blessed and will be called “chil-
dren of God”.  Be one who brings peace as the prophet Isaiah says,  “ How lovely on the mountains are the 
feet of the one who brings peace...”

v.14 “... the breastplate of righteousness...”  You are to stand for justice and for what is right in society/ the 
world. Your protection, like the breastplate, is having God’s might around you. 

v. 16 “... the shield of faith...” Not just your own but that of your fellow members of the Order and together, 
this gift of faith through the Holy Spirit.  You will hear these words being used by the Grand Bailiff at the In-
vestiture tomorrow.”Now abide these three, faith, hope and love...”
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v.17 “... the helmet of salvation...”  Here we are reminded that on 
our heads we wear the salvation of Christ, that he has saved us 
from the powers of sin and death. 

And then we can never be without “... the sword of the Spirit 
which is the word of God...”  

So tonight we have had two readings from Scripture so that we too 
may become the living word of God.  The daily reading of the Bible 
will provide us with wisdom and encouragement. 

So consider each part of this armour and apply to your daily living 
as well as serving in this Order whose mantle bears the cross. 

Let the Holy Spirit lead you in making real our commitment to be 
servants of the poor, the weak, the vulnerable and the stigmatized 
and know that in so doing, we are fulfilling our Lord’s command to 
love one another and to wash each other’s feet. 

So Lititia, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.”  

Amen. 

VIGIL

Our National INVESTITURE Service the next day, was – rightly - a solemn occasion for not only a 
rededication of the members present to the precepts and principles of the Order, but to collectively 
pray for strength and guidance in the way forward, as a backdrop for the certificates, awards and 
promotions given to selected members and the induction of a postulant into the ranks of the Order.

Those so honoured, were the following:

MERIT AWARD  Mr. M Espin    Silver Medal of Merit
    
ASSOCIATES OF THE GRAND BAILIWICK OF SOUTH AFRICA
    
    Ms. G K Abrahams-Crocker
    Ms. H R Abrahams-Crocker
    Mrs. A Galvin
    The Rev. B V Smith
    Mr. S Veley
    

POSTULANT   Ms L E POOL

PROMOTIONS  Mr. A J S Lister   OLJ to CLJ
    Commander M R Allen  CLJ to KLJ
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INVESTITURE SERVICE
IMAGES

The Chevalier James Bisset KLJ reads the Second Lesson for 
our Investiture Service, LUKE 17, 11 - 19

Chaplain of the Grand Bailiwick, The Revd Canon Rowan 
Smith SChLJ, delivers his sermon and leads those attend-
ing through the prayers and the rites of rededication to the 
Christian principles of our Order

Photographs:mostly by Alan Lindhorst OLJ
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IMAGES

The Grand Bailiff ’s personal banner, the National ban-
ner and the Western Cape Commandery banner are 
placed on the altar, with the Order’s symbolic sword 
of chivalry laid in front.

Officiating Referendary, the Chevalier 
A.W.deVilliers, KStJ KLJ KMLJ

Adv Deon Irish SC, OSC at the organ, H.E. the Chevalier Baron Hugh de Robeck, GCLJ; Grand Chancellor, the 
Chevalier Edward White GCLJ; Grand Bailiff, Dame Tamra Capstick-Dale DCLJ
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INVESTITURE SERVICE
     Our INVESTITURE SERVICE is traditionally a formal and religious 
event at which new members are admitted into the Order, while others are promoted and awards 
are given to individuals and organisations who have excelled in their area of humanitarian activity or 
aided the Order in its charitable work.  All members attending the service formally rededicate them-
selves to their humanitarian and spiritual commitments.

This year, we have been blessed with the opportunity of sharing 
in two such Investiture Services.

In the latter, LITITIA POOL was formaly inducted as an Officer 
of the order.

She has attended the majority of the Western Cape Command-
ery’s events in recent years and has shown herself to be fully sup-
portive of the ideals we ascribe to.

Lititia holds deep Christian beliefs, works in the medical research 
field and as such, has considerable empathy for those afflicted 
with ill-health, the disabled and particularly those from less for-
tunate communities.

She is also currently working towards her PhD, specialising in 
communicable and disabling diseases in a community health en-
vironment, with an emphasis on sustainable non-Governmental 
medical aid support.

POSTULANT

NEW ASSOCIATES
Five new members joined our Order and were formally welcomed by the Grand Bailiff and our Inter-
national Delegation, at the Investiture Service.

SELWYN VELEY has been inducted into the Order of St Lazarus as an Associate Member. 

Born in Port Shepstone KwaZulu-Natal, he married Judy in Durban in July 1958, and is the father of two 
daughters - Tracy Hampton and Tamra Capstick-Dale. Thoroughly a family man, Selwyn is proud grandfather 
to Samantha Hampton and James Capstick-Dale. 

He is the Executive Director of the substantial Newmark Hotels Group and still works full time. 

Selwyn’s motivation is that the brain needs to be taxed and challenged on a regular basis and it is his firm 
belief that this is what keeps one healthy. For him honesty, integrity and the ability to not always focus on the 
bottom line, are key indicators for business success. 

When not spending time with his family or - still at the age of 80 - hard at work, you can find him on the golf 
course.

Selwyn serves the Grand Bailiwick as Accountant and officiating Receiver General.
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ANTOINETTE GALVIN is a confirmed Chris-
tian. She has been actively involved in humanitarian 
causes for many years, both in her native Ireland 
and in South Africa.

In this time, she has been the originator and ad-
ministrator of significant fund-raising projects for 
charitable causes.

Antoinette is currently involved as a volunteer 
counsellor for the infirm and terminally ill. She plans 
to expand this activity in 2015, by devoting more 
time for counselling work focussing especially on 
children with literacy issues.

She is already familiar with the Order of St Lazarus 
ethos and work and has indeed supported a num-
ber of events over the years. 

It is believed that she will bring experience, wis-
dom and energy to the work of the Western Cape 
Commandery.
 

Antoinette has been welcomed into the Order as 
an Associate member.

New members (L to R) Rev Benjamin Smith, sisters Grace and Hannah Abrahams-Crocker, Selwyn 
Veley and Antoinette Galvin

BENJAMIN SMITH is an ordained Minister and 
has long been active with his ministry in various 
fields, most notably in missionary and outreach 
programmes in currently disenfranchised and dis-
advantaged communities, and in spiritual and life 
counselling of especially those affected by HIV/
AIDS.

He is also Chaplain to South Africa’s foremost Re-
serve Force mechanised infantry unit - the Cape 
Town Highlanders - and as such, fulfils a most 
important role in ministering to the spiritual and 
welfare needs of soldiers serving in the Regiment, 
in both an operational and training context. 

In earlier years, he served with distinction as a 
senior officer in the South African Army.

Ben brings to the Grand Bailiwick and the Or-
der, direct contact with and access to many of the 
communities most needing ongoing humanitarian 
assistance.

He has been welcomed into the Order as an As-
sociate member.

NEW ASSOCIATES



NEW ASSOCIATES

HANNAH ABRAHAMS-CROCKER is a 17-year-old and a pupil at Rustenburg Girls High School. 

She is a member of the Interact Committee at Rustenburg, the Deputy Head of Chamber Choir at the school, 
the Deputy Head of the Helen Keller Society, and just to lighten things up a little, Deputy Head Cheerleader, 
and a prefect at the school for 2015. 

Her interests include anything medical and she does first aiding for Rondebosch Boys High School in the 
rugby season. 

She was baptised at St Mildred’s Anglican Church in Montagu, where her maternal grandparents live. She en-
joys reading, running, and is rugby mad. Hannah would also like a cat, and allows squirrels to come into her 
bedroom.

GRACE ABRAHAMS-CROCKER is also a pupil at Rustenburg Girls High School. 

Grace is a member of the Interact Sub-Committee, and of the Habitat for Humanity Committee. She is a 
committed member of Common Ground Church in Rondebosch where she teaches Sunday School, and is an 
active member of the church’s youth group and core study group. Grace sings in the school’s chamber choir.

She is also very good at fundraising for causes she believes in and has been since she was in junior school. She 
picks projects and then makes them happen. Grace enjoys music and the beach as hobbies. She also shares 
her older sister’s passion for rugby, but not things medical.

Two sisters have been inducted into the Order of St Lazarus, as Associate Members.

At our Investiture Service - from left to right - Hugh de Robeck, Grand Prior of the Priory of Zim-
babwe, Vice Grand Chancellor, Dame Marny Gilluly, Grand Marshal, the Chevalier C W Gilluly and 
Grand Chancellor, the Chevalier Edward White.        
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ANTHONY JOSEPH STORR LISTER

Anthony Lister was admitted to the Order in August 2003. Since then he has served the Western Cape Com-
mandery in a number of different roles.

page 10

INVESTITURE SERVICE AWARDS and
PROMOTIONS

MICHAEL ESPIN
Investitures of the Order of St. Lazarus have been held in this 
Church for 23 years, since the Feast of the Holy Rosary, 7 Octo-
ber 1991.

Very few people here today can claim to have attended every one 
of these services, but one man stands out in this august company: 
Michael Espin, the long-standing Verger of St Michael’s.

In his quiet, unobtrusive yet efficient manner, Michael Espin has 
made a vital contribution to the seemliness and beauty of our 
worship here. He it is who has ensured that the Church is ready 
for our acts of worship. He has welcomed us. Seen to many last 
minute requests. Attended the services. And most importantly of 
all, perhaps, tidied and locked up after we have left.

                         The following CITATIONS were read out 
by the Officiating Referendary, the Chevalier A. W. deVilliers 
KStJ, KLJ, KMLJ at this Investiture Service......

He knew, served and understood the brilliant, mercurial and much missed Father David Binns, our first Chap-
lain here.  And he has worked calmly and helpfully with all the other priests who have conducted services for 
us in this building.

His is not a showy ministry, but it is a very real ministry, if often taken for granted. We are deeply grateful to 
him.                        Michael Espin was awarded the South African Silver Medal of Merit.

Over the past 11 years, he has held office both as Commandery 
Secretary and Marshal. He was awarded the South African Bronze 
Medal of Merit in 2008.

During a recent period, when the Commandery was experiencing 
difficulties, he stepped in and assisted in keeping the Commandery 
functioning and on track, by supporting the Commander, and giving 
his time, advice and enthusiasm.

He has always made himself available to participate in the numerous 
fund-raising events run in the Western Cape, and he has supported 
functions held by the Gauteng Commandery as a representative of 
the Western Cape.

The brotherly love he displays towards both his fellow members, and 
people outside the Order is an example to us all.

Anthony Joseph Storr Lister was promoted to the grade 
of Commander of the Military and Hospitaller Order of St 
Lazarus of Jerusalem.
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MICHAEL ROY ALLEN 

Michael Allen was admitted to the Order in the grade of Of-
ficer in 2001, and promoted to the grade of Commander in 
2006.

He had held office both as Commandery Secretary and Mar-
shal and showed himself active in fund-raising, before assum-
ing office as Commander of the Western Cape Commandery 
in 2007.

He felt obliged to resign his appointment in 2008, but since 
the latter half of 2013 he has again been active in the Order, 
demonstrating leadership and devotion.

He was chosen and appointed for a second term as Com-
mander of the Western Cape Commandery at the beginning 
of 2014, and as such he has aligned himself closely with the 
vision and objectives of the Order, and very publicly sup-
ported the policy adopted by the Grand Bailiff of reconcili-
ation between the members of what has been, at times, a 
fractured body.

AWARDS and
PROMOTIONS

Michael possesses charm, leadership skills and organisational memory, all of which can be, and are, of great 
use to the Order in South Africa.

Michael Roy Allen was promoted to the grade of Knight of the Military and Hospitaller Order 
of St Lazarus of Jerusalem.
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COMMEMORATIVE EVENT   in the

The small group that attended our simple ceremony - from left to right - Philip Engelen,  William de Villiers,  
Anthony Storr Lister, Edward ‘Ted’  White,  Mac Bisset, Tamra Capstick-Dale and young Jamie,  CW Gilluly,  
Marny Gilluly, Rowan Smith, Jennifer Crocker and Michael Allen.

COMPANY’S    GARDEN
The historic Company’s Garden - established by the Dutch East 
India Company as the early trading and victualing station of 
the Cape Of Good Hope - was originally created in the 1650s 
and provided fertile ground to grow fresh produce to replenish 
ships rounding the Cape. 

Here and in a simple ceremony, a public bench commemorating the visit to South Africa of Grand 
Chancellor, the Chevalier Edward White, Grand Marshal, the Chevalier C W Gilluly and Vice Grand 
Chancellor, Dame Marny Gilluly, was blessed and a commemorative plaque fastened in place.

In the quiet surroundings of this verdant, green space, a small group that included our three international 
visitors, the Grand Bailiff and son Jamie and a few members of the Western Cape Commandery gathered in 
their mantles bearing the iconic green cross of the Order.

Chaplain of the Grand Bailiwick and former Anglican Dean of Cape Town, the Revd. Canon Rowan Smith, lead 
the short commemoration. event, while a few members of the public paused in their wandering through the 
Gardens, to watch and listen.

Afterwards, Grand Bailiff, Dame Tamra Capstick-Dale, said that the dedication of this bench was symbolic of 
the values of the Order - to provide relief and a place of rest and repose for those in need. 

It is watered from the Molteno Dam, which uses water from the springs on the lower slopes of Table 
Mountain.
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GAUTENG COMMANDERY
The Chevalier Ron Pennicott SM, MMM, KCLJ, KMLJ

Our Commandery has focussed its activities in recent months on our primary beneficiary, the Lourie 
Childrens’ Home in Bronkhorstspruit.  Apart from ensuring that the bulk of our fund-raising activity is 
geared towards helping this Home provide for the needs of round forty children aged between about 
6 and 17 years, we also try to give them a sense of a ‘real world’ outside the walls of their Home.

The Centre provides security, love and discipline for boys and girls from (mainly) abused backgrounds. The 
Gauteng Commandery and its members have supported the Centre for 15 years, so far. It is customary for 
us to cover the costs of uniforms and school fees and recreational days in a different environment, where we 
can. This is quite a significant commitment by the Commandery and vital to the children.

The Centre is run by retired policewoman Betzy Jacobs (who has been there almost since inception of  ‘The 
Lourie’) and a Board of Trustees drawn largely from the community it serves. All their efforts rely almost 
solely on donations in both cash and kind - something so often in short supply nowadays.

Betzie is a remarkable lady – warm, kind and an absolute inspiration to the kids in her care, many of whom 
would almost certainly be destitute were in not for her efforts. Many have never known another home.

Recently, friends of the Order, Eugene and Debbie Venter 
and Mel and Elize Shandos, - at their own expense - organ-
ised to take these children for a day of fun in the sun at a local 
dam.

Eugene has a jetski and asked friends with jetskis to take the 
children out on the water on tubes. There were two pools and 
a jumping castle and dam-side outdoor cooking facilites where 
the guys were able to prepare the usual braai (barbeque) lunch 
for everyone.. 

The kids had a whale of a time and we’re grateful that we’ve 
had this opportunity to add some healthy excitement to their 
troubled lives. 

Next year these kind and generous people intend taking the 
children to Gold Reef City.

DAY OUT ON THE WATER
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GAUTENG COMMANDERY
As has become customary over the years, the Gauteng Commandery and a group of Friends of St 
Lazarus, staged a Chrstmas function for the children of the Lourie Home.

These are good people who willingly give their time and resources to add some normality and value to the 
lives of these children.-on this occasion, Eugene and Debbie Venter and Mel and Elize Shandos. Eugene and 
Debbie got friends to buy and supply the main gifts, while Elize made the stockings and filled them.

The kids were led on a round robin of volley ball games and then given a South African style Christmas lunch, 
ending up with a choral presentation by the children and then each child received an armfull of gifts and 
goodies.

The Friends of St Lazarus and relatives who contributed to making the day the success it was. Chevalier Ron and Dame 
Heather Pennicott shown smiling under the green indicators

Happiness is a Christmas hamper 
filled with toys, clothing, books and 
sweet things

The synergy between selfless giving and 
sharing is a special one and no doubt 
will be continued as these youngsters 
too one day reach adulthood.

 
 



WESTERN CAPE COMMANDERY
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This year has been an important time for the the Western Cape Commandery. While we have not 
quite achieved all the fund-raising goals I had hoped for, we have - perhaps more importantly – built 
a new esperit de corps amongst our active members, in preparation for the work that lies ahead.  

As part of this, we staged a most sucessful theme dinner – Morocco – in Micheil and Cherry Armstrong’s 
delightful and spacious home. Master chef Micheil donated and prepared the exotic courses. Other donations 
of excellent Cape wine, our baklava desert and an awesome belly dancer acted as a superb backdrop to the 
large table of gifts donated by guests, for the Sarah Fox Home. The Trivial Pursuit challenge run by Anthony 
and Mary Lister’s son, James, was quite an eye-opener.

We have recently re-visited the Christine Revell Home to deliver more boxes of food, nappies and other 
essential items donated by members and friends. Remember that this facility cares for around 50 children of 
all races, up to five years old. Many are severely challenged by foetal-alchohol syndrome and others deal with 
an inner knowledge of abandonment and abuse.

The Chevalier Michael Allen  JCD, KLJ

The Western Cape Comandery has since received 
a touching letter of thanks and I have assured 
Christine Revell Home thht we will continue our 
support in the future.

We have also twice recently re-visited the Sarah 
Fox Home. Here too, the staff take the most 
wonderful care of children up to the age of five.

The Home recently opened a Terminal Section. 
The staff are dedicated and especially compas-
sionate, but - wonderfully - are assisted by young 
adults from England, the USA, Germany and else-
where who give up their vacations to help where 
they can.

The staff are very proud to talk about their ‘miracle’ child. He was transferred from Red Cross Children’s 
Hospital, which had done everything possible to keep him alive. The nursing staff at Sarah Fox were told sim-
ply to keep him comfortable for his last few days.  Well over a year later, this child is still with them and is in 
fact starting to recognise people and music. 

Nearly a decade ago, we donated a bottle washing plant to the Home and it has no doubt made a huge dif-
ference to simplifying and optimising the process of sterilising feeding bottles and freeing up staff to perform 
other duties.

This bottling plant has reached the end of its days, so I am going to propose that we make its replacement a 
priority project early in the new year. 

Caroline Isted has spent hours arranging venues, coaches and transport for her ‘Teaching Fishermen to 
Swim’ project and this will be given new impetus as soon as we can assemble an energetic team to assist her 
in 2015.

It was most interesting to meet our three international visitors and to learn first hand of the dynamic work 
being done within the Order worldwide, as well as feel the new direction and energies that are being em-
braced to meet the challenges that no doubt lie ahead.



I well remember that at our Investiture dinner, when tartan teddies were presented to our international visi-
tors, a pair were not only paid for, but were handed back to us to be given to two children who touched the 
hearts of out special guests when they were taken to visit the Homes we support.

Finally, I have given much thought to the future of our Commandery.  I believe that our focus in the short term 
should be to selectively grow our membership and get our strategies and plans urgently in place to markedly 
improve our fundraising abilities in these tough economic times, for the benefit of the causes we support. 

Your committee that assists me – Micheil Armstrong,  Anthony Lister, Caroline Isted, Mac Bisset and 
Will Carter – have done a great deal and are there to put your ideas on the table. 

Together, WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

WESTERN CAPE COMMANDERY
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It is with great sadness, that we record the passing to Higher Service of Juliette Armstrong, an officer in 
the Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem. She has been ill for a while and has now been 
called to join her late husband, George Armstrong OLJ.

Juliette became a member of the Order seven or eight years ago and always played a low key. Unknown to 
most of us she - together with Cherry Armstrong - sourced and provided wool for the Lady knitters from 
one of the churches in Bergvliet, who craft baby blankets and clothes for the newborns at Mowbray Maternity 
Hospital.

IN MEMORIAM

Representing the Grand Bailiff, I was honoured recently to lay a wreath at 
the the Cenotaph on the City’s Armistice Day Parade to honour those who 
gave their lives during the Great War and other conflicts since. 

Attending the parade were the officers commanding many notable regi-
ments, religious leaders from across the spectrum, civic dignitaries, senior 
diplomats from many nations and representatives of veterans organisations, 
amongst others. I believe that our first time presence there bore testimony 
to the Order’s ongoing commitment to one of the tenets of Chivalry; to 
serve others.

Antionette’s wonderful ‘Tartan Teddy’ initiative has taken off and it’s good 
to see Heather, Caroline and Jen and her girls keeping the momentum go-
ing.  Please spread the word. 

The children and staff at Christine Revell Home
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HOMEGROWN INITIATIVE

Even before she’d joined the Order as an As-
sociate, Antoinette Galvin has spent years 
voluntarily working for humanitarian causes 
in her native Ireland and, more latterly, in 
South Africa. Over time, she has personally 
raised significant funding that has certainly 
improved the lives and prospects of a great 
many people.

Most recently, Antoinette came up with a fun 
idea that is proving to be a double winner. 

One day, she wandered into the retail premis-
es of a local business specialising in tartan de-
sign, kiltmaking and similar lines, and asked if 
she could take away a box of odd offcuts and 
scraps........ especially the brighter tartans.....

A fresh idea, a lot of energy and suddenly, 
there’s a winning project up and running.

She’s had these hand-crafted – by women chosen at the Westlake United Church Trust Community Centre 
(thereby creating jobs and helping families) - into a wide array of friendly TARTAN TEDDIES that are 
finding their way into Christmas gift wrapping, onto bedspreads and sideboards all over town. We know that 
some have been sent abroad to kids in other countries

No two are ever the same. Of every one sold, a large portion goes to the handcrafters and the balance goes 
straight into the Western Cape Commandery’s account to be used in support of our worthy causes.

Some of the women of the 
Westlake Community who 
obviously enjoy hand-crafting 
and are proud of their Tartan 
Teddies 
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Members at the GMC meeting in Córdoba, Spain,

THE GRAND BAILIFF’S VISIT TO 
THE GRAND MAGISTRAL COUNCIL 

IN CORDOBA, SPAIN.
It was a great privilege to attend my first Grand Magistral Council meeting in Spain. This proved to 
be something of a mission just getting there – from Cape Town to Johannesburg to Munich then Ma-
drid, followed by a two hour train journey to Córdoba, in the south. But the journey was well worth it 
– what a magnificent city rich with history and a wonderful sense of place and soul. 

I spent the late evening strolling the old part of the city and 
prepared for the GMC meeting the next day. I believe that 
it’s important to be composed and wholly focused on the 
the issues and items on the Agenda of such a meeting, where 
senior delegates of our Order from around the world make 
decisions important to all of us.

It was held in a magnificent building - Msgr. Castillejos 
Foundation, Palacio de Las Doblas, Plaza de las Dob-
las - and it was a fairly long session – all day in fact – but I had 
the opportunity of meeting and spending good time with my 
colleagues on the GMC.

Typical of the classic architecture and grandeur of Cordoba, 
this is the building and (below) the room where the GMC met.

 

 

Puerta de Almodóvar in the Old Town, Cordoba, has a particular 
Colonial charm and sense of tranquil antiquity that belies some 
of the quite turbulent history of the region and its peoples.

 

Cordoba, in the province of Andalusia has - over the last 
twenty two centuries - been ruled by Romans, Visgoths, Mus-
lim caliphs and since 1236, by the kings and governments of 
Spain. Cordoba was declared a World Heritage Site in 1984.

Dame Tamra Capstick-Dale DCLJ
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Just before the Vigil, Sanctuaries Grand Chapel, Cordoba Cathe-
dral. Solemnized with Gregorian singing by the Nova Schola Gre-
goriana de Cordoba choir

That evening - as is customary in our Order - we attend-
ed a solemn Vigil in advance of the Investiture, and what a 
grand occasion! 

It was held in the Sanctuaries Grand Chapel, Cordoba Ca-
thedral. The service was solemnized with Gregorian singing 
by the Nova Schola Gregoriana de Cordoba choir, which 
was absolutely magnificent. 

The Cordoba Cathedral itself of course has an incredible 
history, and the Gregorian chants were simply wonderful. 

In keeping with Spanish culture, dinner afterwards started 
well after 11pm and I must confess to chickening out at 
about midnight, while everyone else seemed quite content 
to carry on eating until well after 1a.m.

The Investiture was the next evening and again, a wonder-
ful event. Investitures are done quite differently from how 
we conduct them in South Africa and I’ll take the time to 
update you all when I see you on the major differences and 
how some of what they do could perhaps be included in 
ours in future.

All in all, a very rushed visit but very well worth being 
there.

VIGIL and INVESTITURE in CORDOBA
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The Ancient Greeks had a word, charisma, meaning a gift, and a number of words from the same root, vari-
ously suggesting ‘rejoicing’, ‘gladness’. 

The Romans of that era had a similar word in Latin, carus, and meaning ‘dear’, possibly connected with ‘am’ 
or signifying love. 

From these roots came ‘grace,’ meaning a free, unsought gift, as in the theological phrase, “The grace of God,” 
and ‘charity.’ 

Strictly speaking, charity is an act done freely, and spontaneously out of friendship, not as a civic duty and 
grudgingly, as is sometimes the case in public charity. 

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 

And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge; and 
though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing” 

(First Corinthians xiii, 1-2).

CHARITY
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PROFILE  ON  TWO OF  OURS
ANTHONY and MARY LISTER

It is a tenet of our Grand Bailiwick that as our life partners support us in the charitable work we do, 
it’s almost inevitable that they join the Order.  Anthony and Mary Lister however, joined together.

The Listers were brought into the Order in 2003 largely through the good offices of Micheil and Cherry 
Armstrong of Mungbyhurst and have remained active ever since. Both have been visibly involved in pretty 
well all the activities of the Western Cape Commandery over the years.  

MARY has played a particular support 
role for a variety of fund-raising and so-
cial activities.  

She’s regularly attended our Church 
Parades and Services as well as sup-
ported a wide range of social activities, 
but perhaps her most noteworthy con-
tribution to the life of our Grand Baili-
wick was her production of a highly ac-
claimed newsletter (forerunner of this 
chronicle) some years ago.  

Mary was present at the Dedication of 
the Order’s Chapel in the Parish Church 
of St Michael and All Angels, Observa-
tory.

She is the holder of the Bronze Medal 
of Merit (South Africa).  

Mary has an historic link with the Order as her grandfather served the leper colony on Robben Island as a 
doctor.  She has visited the tomb of Lazarus and so wears the scallop of the pilgrim on her mantle.

ANTHONY has served on the Committee of the Western Cape Commandery at various times under 
the leadership of at least five Commanders.  He is currently the Commandery’s Secretary.  

He holds the position of Marshal: South and thus has a significant role in the arrangement of the Grand 
Bailiwick’s services and ceremonials, especially in the Western Cape.  Anthony has had the privilege of acting 
as Marshal on two occasions at joint Investiture Services held in St George’s Church, Parktown, Johannesburg, 
when the Cape and Gauteng Commanderies worshipped, dined and celebrated together.  

Most recently he had the happy task of acting as Marshal at our Vigil, Investiture and Promotion services held 
at St Michael’s, at which their Excellencies the Grand Chancellor and Vice Grand Chancellor and the Grand 
Marshal were present.

Anthony has acted as Keeper of the Insignia for a number of years and thus holds responsibility for the safe-
keeping and distribution of all Insignia and Regalia for the Order in South Africa.  

He holds the Bronze Medal of Merit (South Africa) and was recently promoted to the rank of Commander.
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ANTHONY and MARY LISTER

Anthony and Mary are members of the worshipping community of Christ Church, Kenilworth, a constituent 
church of the Independent Anglican Parish of St John the Evangelist, Wynberg, where they are both licenced 
Lay Ministers. Both frequently sing in the Church’s ad hoc Choir for major festivals.  Mary is deeply involved in 
ministry to children.  Anthony has been a Lay Minister in two parishes before he and Mary began to worship, 
along with James and his twin sister Katherine, at Christ Church in about 1997.

Anthony is co-Chair of the Claremont Dramatic Society and has taken a number of leading roles in produc-
tions at The Masque Theatre in recent years, garnering three Cape Amateur Theatre Awards Nominations 
as Best Actor.

Mary has a deep passion for Scottish Country Dancing and can be found practising her terpsichorean skills 
several times a week.  

Professionally, she is a Reference Librarian employed at the UCT Graduate School of Business, but has over 
the years worked at UCT Libraries, the South African Library and was for nine years the School Librarian 
at Micklefield.

Anthony is a senior History teacher at SACS (South African College High School), the oldest school in the 
country and is engaged as Chief Marker for Matric for History Paper 2 for the Western Cape.  His career 
has included a former stint at SACS, 20-odd years in the business world  - which included a period looking 
after Marketing, Fund-raising and Public Relations as well as the Archives at Bishops (Diocesan College) his 
alma mater - and eight years teaching at Sea Point High School.    He is also Secretary-General of Fencing 
Western Province and has been known to venture onto the piste himself!  He is a devoted member of the 
Owl Club and delights in playing his part in its assemblies.

Anthony, supported by Mary, has attempted to act in some measure as an agent of rapproachement and 
healing of the division which occurred in the Bailiwick relatively recently.  They are delighted that reconcili-
ation seems well under way and that the Grace of God has prevailed and that the Order, particularly in the 
Western Cape, seems well set on the path of revival.  This gives them both the opportunity of continued 
fellowship with other Lazarites and, more importantly, the opportunity of continuing to serve the ‘lepers’ of 
society through the Order.  That, after all, is the purpose for which they joined.  They value very highly the 
deep friendships which they have developed through their membership of the Order.

Anthony and Mary are rightfully proud of son James 
and daughter Cathy

Both have a deep love for theatre (Gil-
bert and Sullivan opera in particular) 
and have performed frequently with the 
Cape Town Gilbert and Sullivan Society 
of which both now enjoy Honorary Life 
Membership.  

They have both served on the Society’s 
committee at various times -Anthony as 
Chairman in 1989 and Mary has been 
Secretary, in addition to her work as the 
Society’s Librarian and Archivist, most 
recently creating the Society’s 50th An-
niversary publication -a book detailing 
its history to that point.  Anthony is cur-
rently Vice-Chairman of the Society’s 
Management Committee.



PILGRIMAGE to WALSINGHAM
Walsingham, June 2014
Reflections by the Chevalier William de Villiers

At the end of every Passover seder, faithful Jews utter 
the words “......... next year in Jerusalem,” an expression 
of deep longing and spiritual hope.

As a member of the Order of St Lazarus for more than 
20 years, I had some sense of what that might mean. I 
would often wonder what it would be like to be part 
of an international meeting of the Order, to draw inspi-
ration and strength from fellow Lazarites from across 
the world.

Then, late in 2013, the Grand Master issued an invitation to all members of the Order to accompany him on a 
pilgrimage to Walsingham, as a special symbol of our spiritual unity. And I thought to myself, “there will never 
be a better opportunity!”

Thrusting aside what seemed at times like an over-abundance of obstacles in our path, we made the necessary 
arrangements, and at the beginning of June this year, Billy Downer, OMLJ, and I, flew to London on the first leg 
of our quest to join the Grand Master and members of the international order in Walsingham.

Walsingham. .......Where to begin? Ostensibly, Walsingham is a village in the English county of Norfolk, five 
miles from the coast. But more than that, it is the site of Anglican and Roman Catholic shrines built in honour 
of Our Lady, the Virgin Mary, and it is a major place of pilgrimage to which many thousands of people make 
their way each year, from all over the United Kingdom and other parts of the world. It is sometimes called, 
‘England’s Nazareth.’

Our pilgrimage would be centred on the Anglican Shrine Church, 
which was completed in 1931. Within the Church is the ‘Holy 
House’ a re-creation of the house in Nazareth where Mary re-
ceived the news from the angel Gabriel that she was to be the 
mother of Our Lord, Jesus.

Our hosts, the Grand Priory of England and Wales, made two prom-
ises: there would be plenty of opportunity for peace and solitude, 
and members of our Order would be coming together free of rank 
and class in a simple environment. As it happens, both promises 
were kept.

We arrived in the village by specially chartered coach in the late 
afternoon of Friday, 6 June. In some ways it was fortunate that we 
were running a little late. There was no time to steel oneself or 
to form (probably incorrect) first impressions. Pausing only to put 
on our mantles over our travelling clothes, we went straight into 
church for Vespers. 

As the last to enter, we were shown to benches in the north aisle. 
There, arrayed before us was the sight of a very full congregation, 
led by the Grand Master, almost all of whom were wearing the 
great green cross of the Order on their left shoulders. It was an 
early and lasting lesson in the democratising and harmonising influ-
ence of the mantle of our Order.
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WALSINGHAM

With the exception of the Pilgrims’ medal and the mantle of the Order, no insignia were worn during the 
Pilgrimage.  

Without insignia, members are indeed brought together ‘free of rank and class.’ 

They meet on common ground to realise a common goal: whether it is to worship together, walk in public 
procession, discuss the future of the Order, listen to presentations by stakeholders or enjoy food and drink 
together. 

We did all these things.  ..... And everywhere, the Grand Master was a friendly, accessible and interested par-
ticipant, providing constant leadership and encouragement.

It was, quite simply, an amazingly refreshing experience.

I asked Billy Downer to summarise, in a word, what his impressions of the Pilgrimage were. He started with 
‘comforting’, then changed his mind. ‘Spiritual,’ he said.

That surely, was another major lesson. The centrality of worship in the pilgrimage, of putting God at the heart 
of all that we were doing was not merely uplifting. 

It was inspiring, yes, but it was also comforting and binding. It was clearly deeply appreciated and thoroughly 
enjoyed by the pilgrims. And it was managed so lightly and with such collectedness by the Shrine Administra-
tor, Bishop Lindsey Urwin.

Who present could forget his introduction to the ‘Sprinkling’ at the Holy Well? How he began by quieting the 
members present, making administrative announcements, going on naturally to a description of the service to 
follow, and then seamlessly beginning the most sensible and moving religious address imaginable. (Sprinkling 
is a healing service.  After listening to a short address and prayers, pilgrims are administered a sip of water 
from the Holy Well, are signed with the cross on their foreheads and then have the water poured into and 
through their hands.)

The West end of the Shrine church  

 Looking towards our accommodation at the Shrine
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WALSINGHAM

There were other lessons, too. On Saturday afternoon, we set 
off for the Roman Catholic Shrine along the Holy Mile. (As an 
aside, I should say that many of us were agreed that a Holy Mile 
appears to be somewhat longer than a secular mile.) 

We were near the front of the procession, and with us walked an 
88 year-old from Eastern Europe. It was a warm afternoon, but 
nothing daunted, he strode on, wearing his mantle, a khaki bush 
jacket and a scarf. Suddenly his progress became more laboured, 
and we realised that he was failing. Billy took his arm and slowed 
him down. We gave his mantle to someone else to carry, and 
walked him gently to a fortuitously-placed bench. By now he was 
sweating profusely and what little English he had was exhausted. 
He was refusing our offers of water to drink and things were 
starting to look a little bleak, when suddenly the photographer 
came up. Turns out he was from the same part of the world, and 
somewhat brusquely he persuaded the old man to drink. The 
crisis passed. By the time the First Aid box appeared we were all 
smiles, and together we finished the jolly old Holy Mile in grand, 
if slow, fashion.

An undaunted spirit, devotion to duty, charity and cheerfulness 
all in the course of a single procession! Surely these should be 
the characteristics of all our members in every situation.

This year two South Africans had the privilege and joy of attend-
ing the Grand Master’s Pilgrimage. I sincerely hope that more will 
avail themselves of the opportunity in 2016 and beyond. 

But more, much more, it is my prayer that the fruits of the Pil-
grimage will be felt and enjoyed henceforth throughout our be-
loved Order.

Our procession heads off along the Holy Mile

Billy Downer in Walsingham Village
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ELSEWHERE IN OUR ORDER
Archbishop and Metropolitan of Bucharest honoured by our Order.

Bucharest - The Romanian Grand Priory has enjoyed a signal honour, when His Excellency The Grand 
Master, Carlos Gereda de Bourbon, Marquis of Almazan, appointed His Excellency The Archbishop of 
Bucharest and Metropolitan Ioan Robu as Ecclesiastical Grand Cross of the Order.

The Order recognizes the special merits of Archbishop Ioan Robu 
and his outstanding work dedicated to the Romanian people and the 
Church.  His Excellency was ordained Bishop on December 8, 1984 in 
Rome by Agostino Casaroli, Cardinal Secretary of State of the Vatican. 
On March 14, 1990 Pope John Paul II, raised Bishop Robu to the rank of 
Archbishop and Metropolitan of Bucharest.

Since 2001, Archbishop Robu hs been an honorary member of the Ro-
manian Academy. During an audience held at the Metropolitan Palace of 
the Roman Catholic Church in Bucharest on May 30, 2014, Chev.  Prince 
Marius Stefan Paraianu Bassaraba, KCLJ-J, Grand Prior of Romania, in 
the name of the Grand Master handed over the Insigna and the Grand 
Magistral Decree for the rank of Ecclesiastical Grand Cross. 

On this occasion, His Excellency Archbishop of Bucharest and Metropolitan Ioan Robu, EGCLJ accepted the 
dignity of being appointed the new Chaplain General of The Grand Priory of Romania. 

 After the Investiture and 750th Anniversary Service, 
members of the Grand Priory of Portugal and their international 
visitors group with the Grand Master outside the Church of the 
Pousada de Santa Marinha - a former Augustinian Monastery of 
the XII century.

The first leprosarium of the Order of St. Lazarus in 
Portugal appeared in the 12th century in the town of 
Marco (now Marco de Canavezes). 

To mark this, a series of deeply religious events, including 
a moving Vigil and an Investiture Service - were held in the 
historic city of Guimarães - “the birthplace of nationality.”    
Twelve international delegations of our Order, including 
the Grand Master, H.E. Don Carlos Gereda de Bourbon, 
the International Grand Commander, the International 
Grand Chancellor, several other members of the Grand 
Magistral Council, Heads of Jurisdicitions and other repre-
sentatives, joined together in Christian harmony, worship 
and celebration of the lives of the Lazarites of Portugal 
over the centuries.

 

 Vigil, Investiture and 750th Anniversary

PORTUGAL 
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Spiritual Protector - Patriarch Gregorios III, was the Keynote Speaker at an Interna-
tional Religious Freedom Conference.

GRAND PRIORY OF MALTA
The  International Religious Freedom 
Conference earlier this year was orga-
nized by the ‘Aid to the Church in Need’ 
Malta.

The aim of the conference was to put the 
current situations in the Middle East and 
Africa under the microscope, as ongoing 
events there directly threaten Christianity’s 
survival in these regions. Addressed by vari-
ous keynote speakers with hands-on experi-
ence of living and working in these war-torn 
countries, the conference proved to be both 
stimulating and often challenging. 

Our Spiritual Protector H.B. Pastriarch Gregorios and the Grand Prior of 
Malta Chev. Prof. Dr. Charles Savona-Ventura

One keynote speaker was H.B. Melkite Patriarch Gregorios III, the Spiritual Protector of the Military & 
Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem. He presented a focussed, enthusiastic resume of the Syrian 
conflict and the effect that this has had on the Christian community there, giving staggering statistics of mur-
dered and displaced co-religionists. 

He further described the role of the Melkite Church during the war and shared his vision of how the Melkite 
Church worked not only by serving to promote peace in the region, but also how it makes a major contribu-
tion in the post-conflict rebuilding of the Christian community within Syria. 

The Patriarch called on everyone to join him in praying for “The cessation of all acts of violence, destruction 
and war.”

“Jesus our Lord is Prince of peace,” he said. “We implore him to hear our prayers, respond to our cries 
of distress and the suffering of the victims, and grant us the great gift of peace!”

All this requires funds and support from developed countries and philanthropic organizations. The Prior of 
Malta Islands took the chance to attend this international meeting and wrote a summarizing report and pub-
lished an Emergency Appeal for Syria.   

To read this, paste into your browzer:   http://www.st-lazarus.net/international/download/index.
php?action=downloadfile&filename=MALTA%20-%202014-05%20-%20World%20Conference%2
0for%20Peace.pdf&directory=EVENTS%20-%20Addendum%20to%20the%20current%20%20Ev
ent%20Calendar&

“If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. 
If you want to be happy, practice compassion.”

The Dalai Lama
Tibetan Buddhist religious leader (1935 - )
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PILGRIMAGE to historic LANARCA
PHILIP ENGELEN OLJ

In June this year, Sandra and I travelled via 
what was once called Constantinople (now 
Istanbul) to Cyprus, where our daughter Boa-
dicea - currently working in the UK - joined 
us for a week’s holiday in Paphos.

We were very fortunate to enjoy typi-
cally clear and mild mid-Summer weather 
and had the time to visit many interesting 
places in the region. One of these (and 
one I looked forward to experiencing 
immensely) was the beautiful hilltop vil-
lage of Omodos in the Truedos moun-
tains. Here lies the ancient Monastery 
of the Holy Cross, famed world over 
for housing a piece of wood from Christ’s 
cross on Calvary.

Also of interest in the church is an important religious relic of the skull of St Philip. 

After spending a great week with our daughter, Sandra and I motored down to Lanarca. This is a place of 
intense interest to me as an active Lazarite.

 Whenever I travel to these parts of the world I take with me a rather dog-eared 1936 copy of ‘In the steps 
of St Paul’, written by H V Morton, which I find invaluable; giving as it does a more distant view [in time] of 
places and cultures visited and long before the discos, fast food restaurants and gaudy retail stores opened 
to woo unsuspecting tourists.

Larnarca, in ancient Kition, is historically connected to Saint Lazarus - as the friend of Christ - who, being 
persecuted after Jesus’ crucifixion, fled Judea and came to Cyprus where he lived the rest of his life as the 
first Bishop of Kition. A rather magnificent Byzantine church was later built on the site of his tomb. It was 
to spend time in this notable Christian basilica and to perhaps see for ourselves its iconic tomb, that we had 
travelled many a mile on our pilgrimage to visit.
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As we had witnessed in many other churches we 
had visited on this trip, people would approach 
icon paintings of saints and with great reverence 
kiss the picture. 

This was very much the custom here too, as dis-
played above the tomb in a glass case were bones 
of St Lazarus. I too knelt and kissed the case as I 
remember doing many years ago when I visited 
Bethlehem and the site of Christ’s birth.

 Slightly to the right of the main altar and down 
a flight of very well-worn, ancient stone steps, I 
entered the Tomb and had to duck my head as the 
ceiling here was very low. A musky, slightly damp 
smell pervaded the room. The chamber held six 
sarcophagi -only one being open. 

This, we were told, was tomb of the Blessed St 
Lazarus. It was a truly humbling experience, stand-
ing there, one’s head bowed, contemplating whom 
had laid here - St Lazarus the friend of Christ.

I remember offering a short prayer for my family, 
our country and our Order.

PILGRIMAGE to historic LANARCA

Sandra and I arrived late afternoon just as a wedding party were spilling 
out of the church, confetti flying everywhere, with traditional Greek 
songs in the air and many a happy voice being raised in well wishes for 
the happy couple. 

The temperature outside was still in the early 30s, but once inside the 
church, a cool reverence settled over us, a feeling that we were in a 
very holy place, a place of peace and a place of God. 

In front of the main alter hangs a huge chandelier with literally hundreds of bulbs illuminating the high arches 
in the centre of this awe-inspiring place of prayer and reverence.

Cyprus and Larnarca are very special places. If you have the time and indeed make it one of 
your life goals, it is truly worthwhile visiting.

Wandering out of the church into the sunshine in 
something of a reflective mood, we found the sunlight 
to be still very bright - even though it was already early 
evening. Sandra and I found a small taverna across the 
road. Here, sitting under a trailing vine that the owner 
said was hundreds of years old, we enjoyed a chilled 
glass of locally made red wine. 

I thought to myself that St Lazarus probably would have 
done much the same thing around 2000 years ago......
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As the year 2014 comes to a close with the conclusion of another investiture in St Michael’s Church 
in Observatory, I want to take a quick look back and express my gratitude for what has been a close 
relationship.

I was admitted as an Officer of the Order in January 1991. My assignment was to re-start the moribund Cape 
Delegation.

IN HARMONY  WITH St. MICHAELS
The Chevalier William de Villiers KStJ, KLJ, KMLJ

The first members I recruited to the Order were Johan Louw (admitted in March), Fred Pohl (admitted in 
June), Anton Olivier (admitted in August) and the Reverend David Binns, Rector of St Michael’s (admitted 
in September 1991). 

We held the first investiture ever arranged in Cape Town in St Michael’s Church on the Feast of the Holy 
Rosary, 7 October 1991.

The service was conducted by our new Chaplain, Fr. David Binns, and ended with a blessing given by the Prel-
ate of the Order, the Right Reverend Leslie Stradling, EGCLJ .

During the service, which was rendered more beautiful by the singing of the choir, David blessed the new 
banner of the Delegation.

His sermon was (as always) challenging and inspiring........     “It is possible,” he said, “to dress up in the most 
gorgeous vestments and outward apparel, and to be inwardly humble. St Thomas Becket of Canterbury wore 
the most painful and punishing hair-shirt under his gold and crimson vestments. He got the inward benefit of 
the hair-shirt while the people in the street got the benefit of his crimson. We don’t have to creep about in 
abject apology in order to be religious people.” 

But, he went on, “If the work of the Leprosy Mission does not benefit from our being members of the Order 
of Saint Lazarus, we must take off our robes and crosses and go home in shame.  As the Cross of the Order 
of Saint Lazarus points to the four corners of the world, so our compassion must encompass the breadth and 
length and height and depth of God’s love.”



I have never forgotten these words.  And - although only a fallible and unevenly-gifted man - I have spent the 
intervening years working to keep my ideals for the Order, and my promises to God on behalf of the Order, 
front and centre in my life.

Most of the people reading these words were invested into the Order in St Michael’s Church, Observatory.

As the years have rolled by, we have recognised both the long-standing Verger, Michael Espin, and Titular 
Organist, Deon Irish, for their vital contributions to the seemliness and beauty of our worship there. 

Our knights and dames have been given the privilege of seeing their banners hanging above the South door. 
And year by year, on the Sunday nearest the Feast of St Lazarus, we have joined the parishioners to worship 
and adore God in the Eucharist in St Michael’s.

On several occasions, the Order has brought hampers to the church to be enjoyed by the least advantaged 
members of the congregation.

Lazarite fundraisers have been held in the Church Hall, marked by good wine, food, laughter and fellowship 
in the best of Christian traditions, bringing us together, united, to carry out our work. Indeed, within the last 
year, one of our charitable actions has been to join forces with the Church, with the express purpose of giving 
back to the St Michael’s community.

Somehow, through all the vicissitudes and pain that the Order has experienced in South Africa, the bond 
between Church and Order has remained not merely close, but important – at least for the Order. Individual 
Lazarites have come to Christ through the Order’s services at St Michael’s. 

We have been repeatedly inspired, encouraged and challenged by the words of preachers from the pulpit. 
Here we have knelt together before the Throne. Here we have made our promises to God.

This year I had the privilege of joining the Grand Master’s pilgrimage to the shrine of our Lady of Walsing-
ham. 

I saw the Order’s strongly-held Christian faith in action, not in charitable giving, but in prayer, not in business 
meetings, but in fellowship, not merely in words, but in upwelling song, in procession, in joy and in laughter.

Thankful as I am for the last quarter-century at St Michael’s, my predominant emotion is one of hopefulness 
for the future role which priest and people can play in enriching our faith, our lives and our activities.

Thank you, St Michael and All Angels Observatory.

St. MICHAELS and ALL ANGELS

Arthur Schopenhauer
German philosopher (1788 - 1860)

“Compassion is the basis of all morality”
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Our connection with BETHANY
The little village of Bethany, on the eastern slope 
of the Mount of Olives about 3km from Jerusa-
lem, was a favourite place of rest and refuge for 
Jesus.

Here he knew the intimacy and friendship of his 
friends Martha, Mary and Lazarus. And here, in 
the cemetery just below the village, he raised 
Lazarus from the dead.

When Lazarus was dying, as John’s Gospel (11:1-
44) recounts, his sisters sent for Jesus. But Jesus de-
layed his arrival until four days after Lazarus had been 
buried, “So that the Son of God may be glorified”.

Arriving at the tomb, Jesus called: “Lazarus, come 
out!” To the amazement of mourners who had wit-
nessed the burial, the dead man walked out. This 
miracle confirmed the determination of the religious 
leaders in Jerusalem to have Jesus put to death.

Bethany (not to be confused with Bethany beyond 
the Jordan, where Christ was baptised) is also associ-
ated with two other events:

• While Christ was visiting his friends’ home, Martha complained that her sister Mary, sitting at the Lord’s feet 
and listening to him, had left all the work to her. Christ replied: “Mary has chosen the better part, which will 
not be taken away from her”. (Luke 10:38-42)

• At dinner in the house of Simon the Leper, a week before the crucifixion, Mary took a jar of costly ointment 
and poured it over Christ’s feet — an act he saw as the anointing of his body for burial. (John 12:1-8).

FOCUS FOR PILGRIMS

The present  Arab village, on the south-eastern 
slope of the Mount of Olives, is called Al-Azari-
yeh, an Arabic version of Lazarus. The original vil-
lage was probably higher up the hill to the west of 
the tomb of Lazarus.

The Franciscan Albert Storme says the reason why 
pilgrims have been drawn to this place is not based 
on “some ‘casual’ wonder.” In their eyes, Lazarus’s 
resurrection prefigured that of Christ, and heralded 
their own return from the grave.

      View of Bethany, with, from left, the Catholic 
Church of St Lazarus, the Al-Ozir Mosque and 
the Greek Orthodox church.
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The Tomb in Bethany
Christian churches have been built here since the early centu-
ries. In AD 333, the Anonymous Pilgrim of Bordeaux reported 
seeing “...........the crypt where Lazarus had been laid to rest”.

By the 14th century, the churches were in ruins and the origi-
nal entrance to the tomb had been turned into a mosque. 

In the 16th century the Franciscans cut through the soft rock 
to create the present entrance.

Tamra and Kerry Capstick-Dale at the entrance to the Tomb

 

Today’s pilgrims enter from the street down a flight of 24 well-
worn and uneven steps to a vestibule. 

Three more steps lead to the burial chamber, little more than two 
metres long. Tradition says Jesus stood in the vestibule to call Laza-
rus from the grave.

The present Catholic church, with mosaics depicting the events 
that occurred here, was built in 1954. Architect Antonio Barluzzi 
contrasted the sadness of death with the joy of resurrection by 
designing a crypt-like, windowless church, into which light floods 
from the large oculus in its dome.

A Greek Orthodox church, dedicated to Simon the Leper, is to the 
west of the tomb.

Since 2005 Bethany, in the West Bank, has been cut off from Jeru-
salem by Israel’s separation wall. The wall actually cuts across the 
main street, making a serious impact on the lives of residents and 
on the town’s economy.

What used to be a 10-minute drive from the Mount of Olives to 
Bethany, now requires a lengthy detour. 

The Tomb of Lazarus has thus become isomewhat solated from the 
normal pilgrim and tourist route.
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Inside the Tomb of Lazarus, with 
the burial chamber at lower right

 

The altar in the Main 
chapel, lit by the ocu-
lusThe Catholic church’s 

large dome oculus

The Catholic 
church in Beth-
any today.

The West wall’s 
apocryphal 
mosaic  
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WILL CARTER   JCD OLJ  BMLJ
Editor

FINAL WORD
It wasn’t that many years ago when we first heard beamed across our airwaves, astronaut Neil Armstrong’s 
iconic words, “One small step for man.   One giant leap for mankind.”

The technology that got this extraordinary man to the moon seems positively archaic by the standards of 
today’s wizardry, yet he had Faith that his Creator would get him safely there and back again. 

None of us is ever likely to make it to the moon, yet there are ways that we as Lazarites can, with Faith, 
achieve much and on our own doorsteps.

The act of selfess giving  - especially for the greater good of those whom we might never meet - is a principle 
of Faith and part of the process of self-healing. We extend our hands in friendship and give of our time and 
possessions, our emotions and ideals, without thought of gain. 

In doing so, we sometimes have to stand outside our comfort zone, but hey, it’s not a flight to the moon.

Our world here – at the southern tip of his troubled continent - has many who need us.

We know them and see them in our daily lives. These are the victims of a society that most often passes by 
on the other side.

I look forward to recording the new steps we in the Grand Bailiwick of South Africa take in the months and 
years ahead.
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FEEL FREE  TO PASS  THIS NEWSLETTER ON  TO  ANYONE 
         TO  WHOM  YOU  THINK IT MAY BE OF INTEREST  

The Editor - in compiling, designing, arranging and publishing this newsletter - accepts all material 
offered or otherwise sourced for publication in good faith and takes no responsibility for any 
content that may prove to be incorrect


