
WINTER 2012

Her Excellency, Grand Bailiff, Dame 
Tamra Capstick-Dale DCLJ

It is with great pleasure that I introduce the first news- 
letter in a very long time, for the Grand Bailiwick of South  
Africa of our Hospitaller and Military Order of St. Lazarus. 

This is an innovation which I hope will introduce an era of renewed 
energy and enthusiasm among our members across the country and 
enable us to keep abreast of developments in other regions of the 
world where we have a presence.

This promises to be a busier year - particularly in the Western Cape 
- with a full set of events for the months ahead. The priorities for 
2012 capture what should be the core activities of the Order: grow-
ing our membership in order to bring more people closer to the im-
itation of the life of Our Lord, and stepped-up fundraising activities 
in order to extend the reach of our charitable work among those 
who have been marginalised by poverty or illness. 

Our planning session last year in particular focused on our commitment to each attract one new ALJ into the Order, 
and I will be following up this commitment with you all in the near future.  

The next investiture for new members is planned for the last quarter of the year and will take place in Cape Town. 
Depending on the views of members in Gauteng, we could make this a joint ceremony and we will keep you posted.

For the International Order, the undoubted highlight of the year has been the Pentecost pilgrimage to Kevelaer in Ger-
many, where for almost four centuries pilgrims have visited the ‘Comforter of the Sad and Distressed’ chapel and sought 
the comfort and the blessing of Our Lady of Kevelaer. We will carry a full account of this unique spiritual experience in 
a later issue of the newsletter. 

In seeking to attract new members, it is important to bear in mind 
that ours is an ecumenical order in which Catholic and Protestant, 
nobility and clergy, transcend the barriers of denominational dispute 
and difference. 

I believe there is much that we can do to build the Order in this 
country by reaching out to those who are not Anglicans, to the 
young and to those who are not white, in a visionary exercise in 
renewal and rediscovery.

South Africa, of course, has its own connection to Kevelaer, for a mission station of that name exists near Mariannhill 
in KwaZulu-Natal, where every year, thousands of pilgrims visit the shrine of Our Lady during the Feast of the Assump-
tion.  

Finally, we will be launching our new website within the near future. This will greatly facilitate our ability to communicate 
with our members, provide up-to-date information on our activities and enhance the Order’s sense of global brother-
hood; to attract a new generation of members in the best traditions of Christian ecumenism, and to elevate our profile 
as an agency of activist philanthropy.
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His Excellency Don Carlos was received in the Grand Priory of Spain in 2007. 

Both Don Carlos and his spouse Blanche are practising Roman Catholics. His aim as Grandmaster is to try 
to attract more young people to the Order; enhance international projects with co-financing; focus more 
on international and local leprosy issues; and widen members’ concept of Christian duties to those in need, 
especially in the Holy Land. 

His international background and business sense, together with the experience of the recently restructured 
Council, should serve as a new stimulus towards modernising the Order for the overall benefit of those in 
need.

H.E. Don Carlos Gereda de Borbon
Marquis de Almazan, 49th Grand Master

THE MILITARY AND HOSPITALLER ORDER OF SAINT LAZARUS OF JERUSALEM

The 49th Grandmaster of the Military & Hos-
pitaller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem – His 
Excellency Don Carlos Gereda de Borbon – has 
the experience and vision to lead and grow the 
Order to meet the demands of our modern age.

A member of the Spanish branch of the Bourbon 
family, Don Carlos is related to the 18th century 
King Philip V of Spain, past uncle to the both the 
(42nd and 43rd eighteenth century) Grandmasters 
of the Order. 

His appointment maintains the established tradition 
of having a close interrelationship with the Bourbon 
family. Don Carlos was born in Montevideo, Uru-
guay where his parents went to live after the Spanish 
War.

He returned to Spain at a very early age and was 
educated in the United Kingdom and eventually in 
Spain where he studied industrial engineering and 
business management. 

He assumed a career as a commercial development 
entrepreneur negotiating all sorts of business with 
many different cultures—from the Far East, Central 
Europe to South America. He is currently involved 
in the establishment of a Science Leisure Centre in 
Malaga.
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WESTERN CAPE COMMANDERY

Serena Rosslind OLJ

The Western Cape Commandery of the Order of ST LAZARUS 
has remained true to its mission to focus on the plight of those 
less fortunate within our communities. 

We continue to work towards our ideal of being a cohesive team in 
the Western Cape. While our communities remain ravaged by do-
mestic violence, HIV and AIDS, widespread crime, serious substance 
abuse, poverty and neglect of children and the elderly - amongst oth-
er social ills - it is incumbent upon us to reach as many objectives that 
are within our reach to do so.

Our youth group is in embryonic stages, and we are right behind 
them to offer all the nurturing required to ensure their success.

It remains my desire to motivate you all to continue your philan-
thropy, as we address the most critical issues that we, as a nation, 
face today.

At a  golf day initiated by Derrick Rosslind and Andreas Stihl as well 
as the Gordon Rosslind Trust, we were the direct beneficiary of R15 
000,  as well as an indirect beneficiary of R5,000 that went to UKU-
KHANYA (see our next newsletter) via the Order  

OBITUARY
                       

Major Derek Farmer was an officer in the Salvation Army and a stalwart Member of the Order of St 
Lazarus. 

He was also a long serving (+ 30  years) member of the Rotary Club of East London. Derek and his wife, Major Helen 
Farmer, (they met while serving in the United States Navy) came to East London at the turn of the Millenium. Both 
were members of the USA Salvation Army and had been seconded to East London, where they ran the Salvation Army 
home until their retirement a couple of years ago. 

Derek and Helen moved to a rural area in the Eastern Cape and settled down in Tarkastad near Queenstown. 

Not only did Derek give many years of his life in service in the military, Rotary and in the ministry, but he was also a 
very accomplished - though retired - player of the bagpipes –a skill which he demonstrated from time to time..... He 
was a USA Navy veteran and was a Sheriff of Virginia.

Chevalier N M Rhett Gardener KCLJ, KCM, BMLJ
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We have also recently staged two very successful fundraising events, -  a quite outstanding Quiz evening and a Bingo 
evening.  Andreas Stihl also contributed generously to these events as did Mr. Nazier Osman of Build-It. 

A host of similar events are on the calendar for the months ahead. They’re great fun and raise good charity funding.

For the past two years the Western Cape Commandery’s gifts have  been lovingly received by Colleen, from Colleen’s 
Place of Hope in  Mitchells Plain,. This is a safe home that looks after the needs of 35 children, most of whom has been 
victims of abuse. We are planning to visit this home in the near future. 



GAUTENG COMMANDERY

   Chevalier Peter Walter  KLJ
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We are pleased to report that on Sunday 26th Feb-
ruary, we had the first of our bi-annual visits to the 
Lourie Youth  Centre in Bronkhorstspruit.

We always enjoy these visits to see this active Centre and 
the (currently) thirty-three children aged between about 
6 and 17 years. 

The Centre provides security, love and discipline for boys 
and girls from (mainly) abused backgrounds. 

The Gauteng Commandery and its members have sup-
ported the Centre for around 12 years, so far. It is custom-
ary for us to cover the costs of uniforms, school fees and 
holidays where we can. 

This is quite a significant commitment by the Command-
ery and vital to the children.

The Centre is run by retired policewoman Betzie Jacobs 
(who has been there almost since inception of ‘The Lou-
rie’) and a Board of Trustees drawn largely from the com-
munity it serves. 

All their efforts rely almost solely on donations in both cash and kind - something so often in short supply 
nowadays.

Betzie is a quite remarkable lady – warm, kind and an absolute inspiration to the kids in her care, many of 
whom would almost certainly be destitute, were in not for her efforts. Many have never known another 
home.

This year, our visit was very special in that we presented Betzie with our silver Merit Medal in recognition of 
her outstanding services. The award was made by Chevalier Schalk Visser, with Chevalier Peter Walters of-
ficiating and the Grand Bailiff of our Order in South Africa, Dame Tamra Capstick-Dale (who travelled from 
Cape Town especially for the event) - our special guest.

This enabled Dame Tamra to see first-hand what makes the Lourie so distinctive. After the presentation cer-
emony, we all adjourned for lunch –a braai prepared by the older children with meat supplied by Chevalier 
Ron Pennicott and Dame Heather Pennicott and other refreshments donated by members.

We will be visiting the Lourie again in August.

On April 21st, we held a successful fund-raising (again for the Lourie) dinner at Lai Lai Restaurant.



GOVERNANCE
Although in hierarchical terms, we in South Africa are somewhat removed from the international 
body of the Order, it is important that we understand its structure and governance

The GRAND MASTER is the supreme head of the Order and to him is delegated all power and authority 
of the Chapter General, unless otherwise provided in the Constitution. 

The COADJUTOR is the first dignity of the Order after the Grand Master and the Grand Master Emeritus, 
if any.

The CHAPTER GENERAL is the supreme governing body and repository of all power in the Order, when 
convened. When not convened, this power is delegated to and vested in the Grand Master.

The Grand Magistral Council is the principal policy-making body of the Order and it shall approve all 
candidates for the position of Grand Master and/or Coadjutor. It is composed of all Grand Officers of the 
Order. It shall meet no less than once every two years. 

The Grand Executive Committee is the principal governing body of the Order, with responsibility to 
oversee and co-ordinate the execution of policies adopted by the Grand Magistral Council, as well as such 
other responsibilities as may be delegated or assigned to it by the Grand Master or the Grand Magistral 
Council. 

The Grand Council is responsible for the scrutiny and arbitration of issues of policy differences or interpre-
tation of provisions of the Constitution, by-laws, regulations of the Order, and Grand Magistral Decrees. 

The Grand Master shall appoint the Principal Grand Officers of the Order and determine their functions, 
authority and responsibilities. The Principal Grand Officers are the Grand Commander of the Order (Cur-
rently Chev. Drs. Ronald Hendrcks), the Grand Prior of the Order (currently vacant), the Ecclesiastical Grand 
Prior of the Order (currently vacant), the Grand Chancellor (Currently Chev. Edward White), the Grand Refer-
endary, the Grand Hospitaller (currently Chev. Dr. Alex Mittelstaedt), the Grand Justiciar (currently Chev. Vincent 
Keaveny), the Vice-Grand Chancellor (Administration) Dame Marny A Gilluly and the Vice-Grand Chancellor 
(Finance) - currently Chev. Sijt de Boom. 

Standing Committees of the Grand Magistral Council

The Government of the International Order by resolution pursuant to By-law 3 Section 19, has installed  four 
standing Commitees of the Grand Magistral Council  These committees are created for specific purpose. 
 Investment: 
 Governance Working Commitee 
 Legal Commitee - Chair:  Chev. Vincent Keaveny -  (Chair: GB E&W)
 Public Relations Commitee (PRC) - Chair: Chev. Klaus-Peter Pokolm (GPEU), 

The chair shall be appointed by the Order’s Grand Executive Commitee (GEC)

There are also two standing Commissions of the Order to study. plan and excecute specific activities of the 
Order in the fields of Ecumenismn and Hospitaller. All standing or other Commitees report from time to time  
to the Grand Magistral Council and in such manner as the GMC requires.

The Heads of National Jurisdictions are recommended by their jurisdictions to the Grand Master for his 
approval and appointment. They act as the direct representatives of the Order’s Government within their 
jurisdiction. 

Here, at the southern tip of Africa, the Head of our National Jurisdiction (The Grand Bailiwick of South Af-
rica) is Her Excellency, Grand Bailiff, Dame Tamra Capstick-Dale DCLJ
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QUO VADIS ST LAZARUS
It is not generally known that the Blessed Gerard 
the Benedictine monk - who founded the Order of 
St John - also founded the Order of St Lazarus as 
well..............

The work started by Armenian monks in the 4th Cen-
tury, in caring for lepers in a hospital outside the walls 
of Jerusalem, was developed further by the Blessed Ge-
rard.

In founding the new Order of Lazarus, he took into it 
knights of other Orders: St John, Templars, Knights of 
the Sepulchre, the Teutonic Knights of St Mary and oth-
ers who fell sick with leprosy.  The knights afflicted with 
this dreadful, debilitating and most unsightly disease, 
would continue to fight as Crusaders until they either 
fell in battle or became too disabled to continue.

Then they would be nursed by other Christian knights, 
brothers and sisters of the Order, until they died. Thus 
it was called the Hospitaller and Military Order.

The work of the Order continued to spread across southern, western and central Europe and the Middle East 
and long after the Crusades, with traces still to be found everywhere. A commandery of Lazarus was at Bur-
ton Lazars, and other place names like Lazenby recall its past. In Paris, one thinks of the famous Gare St Lazare, 
once the site of the hospice for lepers. The German and French word for a military hospital is ‘Lazarette’ and 
many chemists in England and Scotland still use a green cross to symbolise their craft and premises.

Leprosy was once the scourge of these regions and further afield, with many countries – including England 
– and one is reminded of the expression ‘To go like the clappers’, for lepers in medieval times had to make a 
noise with flat wooden boards (clappers) to warn others in their path of their imminent arrival, so that they 
could avoid potential contamination and escape.

The Bible has many references to leprosy and of course, Christ was never afraid of curing people inflicted 
with the disease. Over the centuries, it has more often than not become the lot of missionary doctors to 
treat those inflicted with leprosy – often banished to isolated communities – and often in the harshest and 
most rudimentary conditions.

Nowadays, leprosy is merely a memory in most European and Western countries and it has become fairly 
easy and inexpensive to treat. However, in tropical countries, it is still to be found in many places where living 
conditions are crowded, impoverished and personal hygiene limited. Certainly, Africa has not been spared this 
scourge and indeed, we have leper colonies, hospitals and sanatoriums to be found that exist to this day in 
neighbouring countries.

It was not that long ago that our own iconic Robben Island was used as an isolationist leper colony in early 
colonial times. Today, the Order flourishes in 46 different countries, providing financial and other support to 
organisations and people suffering disease as a result of deprivation and poverty.

Thus we continue the centuries-old tradition of the Order to work as Christ’s faithful soldiers and servants 
under the green Cross of St Lazarus of Jerusalem.

The Order of St Lazarus took as its badge the eight pointed cross of St John, but instead of white, chose the green 
– the colour of hope and growth – and worn likewise on a black mantle.
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IF WE HAD BEEN THERE...

The Ven Richard Girdwood, JCD, ChLJ

One of the principle areas of concern in our Or-
der around the world,    is the relationship that the 
Order has with the Church of Christ. 

Our Order is an ancient institution within the church, 
named as we are for one of those who had a special 
relationship with Jesus. What do we know about St. 
Lazarus?  There is not a great deal of Biblical material 
about his life. 

We know that he was the brother of Saints Mary and 
Martha. From a few Scriptural passages, we know that 
the home of these siblings was the place where Jesus 
visited when he needed some rest and relaxation. We 
read in Scripture that St. Mary, during one of the visits 
of Jesus, poured half a litre of expensive perfumed oil 
over the feet of the Lord and then wiped his feet with 
her hair. 

We know that Martha was the busy one – she seems 
to be the one who did all the preparations for the 
entertaining that the family enjoyed.  The sisters of 
Lazarus behaved in a way that can offer us a model 
within our Order. They were caring towards the Lord; 
they offered hospitality to the Lord; they listened to 
the teaching of the Lord and certainly seemed to put 
his teaching into practise in their lives.

These three, Mary, Martha and Lazarus lived in Bethany, which was less than 3 kilometres from Jerusalem.  
Some have suggested that the name Bethany means the ‘place of the fig’, but there seems to be a far better 
explanation of the name as the ‘place of the poor’ – this suggestion is based on the idea that there was an 
almshouse in Bethany. 

Only in the context of an almshouse at Bethany, where the poor were received and assisted, could Jesus make 
the remark that “The poor you will always have with you” without sounding callous. 

Two Biblical scholars - Capper and Ling - note that it is only in Bethany that we find mention of the poor on 
the lips of the disciples. They object that the expensive perfumed oil poured over Jesus feet might have been 
sold and the proceeds given to the poor; this objection may have been made in embarrassment and may also 
suggest a special connection between Bethany and care for the poor.

We know so well the story of the death of Lazarus, and the miracle of his being raised from the dead by Jesus. 
It appears that many people were curious to see or meet Lazarus – it is now, and was then, an unusual experi-
ence to have someone alive who had been 4 days in his tomb. An important fact we do have at our finger-tips 
is that many people were coming to faith in Jesus because of St. Lazarus, to the extent that the chief priests 
planned to kill him. 

We should note that he did not draw glory to himself in his exceptional circumstances, but rather turned the 
attention of those who sought him out to the one who was the author of his new life, Jesus Christ.
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Living so close to Jerusalem, Lazarus in all probability knew the city well. He would have known the Caves of 
Solomon, also known as the Caves of Zedekiah, on the northern side of the city, near the Damascus Gate. It 
was in these caves that those who suffered from the dread disease of leprosy went into their Biblically legis-
lated banishment. 

In the book Leviticus we read: ‘.........The person who has the leprous disease shall wear torn clothes and let 
the hair of his head be dishevelled; and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, “Unclean, unclean.” He shall 
remain unclean as long as he has the disease; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside 
the camp........’

About a millennium after St. Lazarus went to his final rest, a band of knightly believers established a church 
and hospital for those with leprosy in Jerusalem. 

The church and hospital were built in the wall of the city of Jerusalem, near the Damascus Gate.  Those 
knights were members of the Order of St. Lazarus, and they lived out their lives of obedience and charity in 
the Holy City by personally caring for the lepers. Many of them stayed at the hospital, and in time had to be 
cared for by their brethren because they had contracted the disease themselves. 

The practice also arose whereby, when a knight in any of the other Orders operating in the Holy Land - for 
example the Order of St. John or the Knights Templar - contracted leprosy, they would be transferred to the 
Order of St Lazarus. One historically cited case of this was Raymond du Puy.
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He followed Gerard de Martigues, the first Master of Or-
der of Saint John of Jerusalem when Gerard contracted 
leprosy and was transferred to the newly formed Order 
of St. Lazarus to become our first Grand Master. Ray-
mond du Puy contracted leprosy, and was transferred to 
St. Lazarus and became Grand Master of Saint Lazarus 
from 1157-1159. 

It is an interesting aside to history that Raymond du Puy 
was, as I have said, the second Grand Master of St John, 
but the seventh of St Lazarus – the Lazarites’ Grand 
Master had a far shorter life expectancy. 

Today the site of that hospital in the wall of the Holy 
City is home to the Spafford Children’s Centre. 

There was a chance in the 1980s for our Order to po-
tentially buy the site from the Spafford family, who had 
long been members of the Order, and once again raise 
the flag of St. Lazarus on the wall of the Sacred City, but 
family arguments got in the way. 

The Order is still, however, a major financial contributor to the running of the Children’s Centre.

Those early knights of St. Lazarus lived out their vows in conditions where daily they knew they would soon 
meet their Lord in death. They had the danger of death as a result of being a military Order; they were in-
volved in a protracted war for occupancy of the Holy Land. Our knights also had the danger of death from 
their hospitaller work in the care of the lepers. They gave their all for Jesus. 

Many of the knights were wealthy, and they used their wealth to build castles throughout the Holy Land in 
which to live and offer their hospitality. 

It would appear that when they returned home, the scourge of leprosy followed them. Soon there was a need 
for dedicated hospitals to care for those suffering from this new disease, across Europe. 

Raymond du Puy



Because of our Order’s involvement, these hospitals became known as Lazars. At one time there were four 
hundred Lazars in Britain, and six to eight hundred in France, although the French king had the policy that 
those who contracted the disease should be put to death. Having used their wealth to build the castles and 
Lazars, our knights did not stop there. They remained closely involved in caring, physically, for those with lep-
rosy. They washed and dressed the wounds of those who lost their extremities – not wincing at those who 
had lost their fingers and toes. They fed those whose lips had rotted away. They undertook this caring work 
because of their faith, and because of their vows.

For us the danger of death is not as extreme; but the need is just as great. 

Many of us were present at a gathering of the Western Cape Commandery, where a young doctor told us of 
the unbelievable increase in the incidence of leprosy in our neighbouring country of Mozambique.

In our day, we do not necessarily limit our care for those with leprosy. Society has many ills, and God can use 
us to ameliorate the conditions of the many who suffer. 

May we, the successors of those knights in their hospital in the wall of Jerusalem, in our lives in the Order, and 
in our everyday individual lives, reflect that love of Jesus which we see in the life of St Lazarus and his sisters; 
that love of Jesus we see in the lives of our long departed brethren as they laboured near the Damascus Gate; 
that love of Jesus demonstrated across the length and breadth of Europe in countless Lazars; that love of Jesus 
which he demonstrated on the Cross.
 

May we, who wear the green cross of our Order know the grace of God as he equips us to be his servants 
in this world. 

May God bless us in our lives of faith, hope and love.

IF WE HAD BEEN THERE...

SARAH FOX 
CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL
The Western Cape Commandery of our Order actively support in prayer and with finances and 
services, the SARAH FOX CHILDREN’S CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL in Silvertown, in the Mother 
City.

The unremarkable complex is a 60-bed facility serving as the only convalescent hospital available to children 
in the Western Cape.

Our support – in whatever way possible – is vital to the good work done here.

Children have historically always been amongst the most vulnerable in our society. In today’s realities, the chil-
dren of the Western Cape are more than before prone to suffering from the effects of poverty, overcrowding, 
disenfranchisement, a breakup of family and family values, pandemic crime and common abuse of basic human 
rights, in a community that is too often tired of playing the Good Samaritan and now just passes by on the 
other side..........
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More recently, children have been referred to Sarah Fox Hospital not only for medical reasons, but simply 
because they have no other place to go. The number of abandoned children and children coming from socially 
unfit backgrounds is – disturbingly - on the increase. 

It is indeed difficult not to feel saddened and at the same time so angry at the failings of our society and the 
systems we supposedly create and uphold, that lets children down so badly...................

The Sarah Fox Children’s Convalescent home is always in need of VOLUNTEERS.

You don’t have to have any knowledge of the the workings of a charity hospital, but most certainly, the charity 
raisers and administrators and the full time nursing staff need all the help they can get.

In fact, just assisting the nursing staff to upgrade such things as their computer literacy skills and taking further 
paediatric care studies immediately benefits the individual and the institution and its children.

Think about it............ Why not take an extra step in your Christian mission and see what more you can do 
for those who need it most.

Then Google SARAH FOX CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL and let your conscience lead you there.

CONTACT INFORMATION:

STREET ADDRESS: Petunio Road Silvertown,  Athlone 7764 

GENERAL ENQUIRIES:

TELEPHONE: 021 637 1302                                  The contact person is: Dr F Friedlander 
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Dare to reach out your hand into the darkness, to pull another hand into the light.                                
 ~Norman B. Rice

For these many, there is still little chance of a 
good education and the opportunity to grow in a 
healthy, peaceful and free society. 

No wonder that the percentage of children with 
major physical, mental, emotional and spiritual ill-
ness grows almost – seemingly – unchecked. 

The hospital aims to provide professional care 
necessary to allow full recovery once the criti-
cal stage of the illness has been treated. The main 
conditions treated at the hospital include burns, 
HIV/Aids, tuberculosis, kwashiorkor, marasmus, 
motor vehicle accidents, effects of malnutrition, 
surgery, trauma, gastro-enteritis and non-acciden-
tal illnesses.



PROFILE ON ONE OF OURS

MAC BISSET: Western Cape Commandery ALMONER

Mac Bissett receiving his insignia on promotion to the rank of 
Commander in the Order 

An ALMONER was originally responsible for the distribution of alms to the needy. Nowadays, this 
is the sphere of the social worker attached to a hospital and responsible for the after-care of pa-
tients.

In the Order of St Lazarus, as Almoner, the incumbent is responsible for the distribution of charitable alms 
and keeping in touch with members who are unwell, and in so doing, convey the support and compassion of 
the others in the Order. Other duties include the happier element of congratulating members on such events 
as birthdays, family births, Christenings, weddings and so on.

Our friend Mac is Almoner for the Western Cape Commandery.

Retiring from three very different careers in May 2002, he has reason to be proud of a rest well earned, with 
much achieved in a lifetime of hard work.

Mac first joined De Beers Consolidated Mines Ltd. way back in 1963 as an administrative staff course trainee, 
working in the Mother City in what was then the Rhodes Building and moving on after six months, for a 
stint at their Cape Coast office in Kleingee, Namaqualand, before being transferred to their head office in 
Kimberly.
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“The place and ways of doing things had hardly changed since the days when Rhodes was company chairman 
during the first diamond and gold rushes,” he says. 

As a diamond classifier, Mac missed the buzz of his native Cape Town and quickly got bored with the routines 
and stilted surroundings of this museum piece town, so he abandoned such a career and headed back south 
for a post in retail with Stuttafords department store in Adderly Street.

With only five years of life in the working world behind him, Mac decided that the world had more to offer, 
so he launched into a new career path as an ‘elderly’ student at the University of Cape Town (UCT), majoring 
in History and African History, supplementing his tuition costs by working as a swimming pool cashier.......

It typical style, he took to his courses like the proverbial duck to water and claimed ‘Firsts’ in his years of 
study..

His plan had been to apply for a post as archivist at the Cape Archives or South African Defence Force 
(SADF) Archives in Pretoria, but was encouraged to apply for an available prize post as Staff Officer Military 
Museums, Western Province Command and SA Naval Museums.
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With his usual understated modesty, Mac relates how, 
having won the coveted post, he spent the next twen-
ty-six years doing something he absolutely loves and 
turned his hobby into a serious career.

Entering this world at the Castle of Good Hope in 
Cape Town, he later worked at Fort Wynyard in Green 
Point and this eventually became a significant museum, 
featuring a display of historic coastal and anti-aircraft 
artillery pieces and artefacts.

Mac’s final post was at the SA Naval Museum in Si-
monstown, which he built up from scratch. Thanks to 
his untiring efforts, this is now a considerable museum, 
featuring much of historical value relating to Simon-
stown’s naval history as an important base for most 
notably, the Royal Navy and the South African Navy.

Although now retired with a chest-full of medals, Mac 
still keeps in touch with the three trusts where he 
wore the mantle of trustee during his fine career.

Mac joined the Order of St Lazarus in 1995. He was soon asked to assist the late Dame Phyllis Cruikshanks, 
whom so many of us remember with great fondness... “Her indomitable spirit and hard work for the Order 
were an inspiration to all who were fortunate enough to have known her,” says Mac.

The Order too is blessed to have an officer of Mac’s unruffled calm and calibre in its ranks. 

A true gentleman throughout, methinks....



COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL

In each issue of Under the Mantle, we will take a look 
at an item of our regalia, insignia and awards, so that 
those who watch us or would join us or work with us, 
can better understand who and what we are.

In this first issue, we take a look at one of the significant 
commemorative medals presented and worn by many 
members of the South African Order.

St Michaels and All Angels in Observatory, Cape Town, 
with whom we have enjoyed a long and solid association, 
has generously consented to the creation of a permanent 
home for the Order within the parish church. 

This is, in itself, a significant Herbert Baker designed struc-
ture, with perhaps the finest church organ in the country.

Such a permanent domicile is important; for it is here that 
our spiritual home as an Order can manifest itself within 
the visibly Christian environment. It is here as individuals 
and as a group that we can find sanctuary that is in ab-
solute harmony with our declared belief in the Christian 
Way.

On only a few occasions of celebration or rededication 
each year, we gather as members of our Order, wearing 
our distinctive mantles and decorations, a group focussed 
ane working together on common purpose.

To commemorate the signature creation of the St Lazarus Chapel within the southern nave of the church, a com-
memorative medal was struck and were presented to all who attended the Dedication service or were members of 
the Order in South Africa at any time in 2008.

The medal symbolises both our spiritual and secular homes, being St Michaels and All Angels and the Cape Town Club, 
defined by the image of St Michael on the obverse of the medal and the civic crown of the Club as part of the suspen-
sion.

The worldwide church honours ST MICHAEL with four titles or offices:

# He is the Christian Angel of Death, tasked with carrying the souls of the deceased to heaven, where they can be 
weighed in his perfectly balanced scales

# At the hour of death, St Michael descends and gives each soul the chance to redeem itself before passing and thus 
consternating the devil and his minions.

# St Michael is the patron of Chosen People in the Old Testament and is guardian of the True Church; it was thus not 
unusual for this angel to be revered by the military orders of knights during the Middle Ages.

# Lastly, he is the supreme defender of God and enemy of Satan and the fallen angels.

==========================

The medal was designed by Chevalier Johan Louw KCLJ and minted in Cape Town. 

Two medals - The insignia of an Officer in the 
Order, and the Commemorative Medal.
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The GRAND PRIORY in CANADA
On November 26, 1962, the Canadian Bailiwick was formally Inaugurated at a ceremo-
ny at Queen’s Park, Toronto, when the late Honourable J. Keiller Mackay was installed as
Grand Bailiff and a dozen knights were invested.

In March 1963, the first federal bilingual charter in Canadian history was granted to the Order confirming its 
right to confer honours and engage in charitable, ecumenical, and chivalric endeavours in Canada and abroad. 
Canada’s importance within the Order grew and in January 1970, the Canadian Bailiwick was elevated to the 
status of Grand Priory by magisteral decree. 

The Honourable J. Keiller Mackay was confirmed as Grand Prior.

The growth of the Grand Priory in Canada lead rapidly to the establishment of local Commanderies. 

By 1974, six Commanderies had been established; one in Atlantic Canada (Acadia), two in Quebec (Quebec 
and Montreal), two in Ontario (Toronto and Ottawa), and one in Western Canada. 

With the addition of the British Columbia, Calgary, Edmonton and Manitoba Commander-
ies, the Western Canada Commandery was dissolved. Commanderies were also formed in 
Western Ontario, Thunder Bay, and Newfoundland and Labrador. Today, with the recent
formation of the Arctic Delegation in northern Canada in 2011, The Grand Priory truly represents the inter-
ests and mission of The Order of St. Lazarus from coast to coast to coast.

The Grand Priory in Canada and its Commanderies are dedicated to the Order’s international mission to 
eradicate leprosy. Nationally its mission throughout Canada focuses on:

  - support for palliative and hospice care
  - training and education of care givers
  - fostering Christian unity through the promotion of ecumenism

NEWS FLASH

In mid- April, Fr Richard Girdwood was made the acting Archdeacon of Groote Schuur, within the Dio-
cese of Cape Town. While obviously remain at St. Michael’s, he now has extended responsibilities for six other 
churches.

The Order of
  St. Lazarus

L`Ordre de 
 St - Lazare
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The primary purpose and activity of the Order is - and always has been - charity. Saint Lazarus has 
long been world-renowned as a Hospitaller Order, in that our works have largely been associated 
with medical care, primarily through the operation of medical facilities such as hospitals, clinics and 
places of refuge and rehabilitation.

In each issue of our e-newsletter, we will put the spotlight on some of this charitable work and in a recent 
historical context, so that we may see and understand that the good works of our fellow Lazarites is indeed 
significant and worthy of the ideals we hold so dear.

Internationally, the Order remains actively involved in a broad array of charitable activities. According to the 
2004 bi-annual report by the Grand Hospitaller of the Paris Obedience, our Order contributed some $35 
million worldwide in 2002-2003. He also noted in his summary that this did not include significant ‘in-kind’ 
contributions in both material and volunteer time, which will be calculated into future accountings of the 
Order’s charitable donations. 

For more than three decades, Lazarus Hilfswerk (LHW) has been accredited as an international NGO. LHW 
exists within the Order as an independent international jurisdiction – the ‘European Humanitarian Grand 
Priory. 

In Germany the LHW/GPEU runs four  St. Lazarus-Houses and now has a fully paid staff of about 420 persons 
(nurses, administration etc) and 6 Social stations for mobile care  (www.lazarus.de) 

Independent, nationally-based, LHW operations have today been established in more than a dozen countries. 
LHW’s efforts started in 1980, with an international humanitarian relief effort in Poland, providing food for 
the neediest souls behind the former Iron Curtain. 

The Polish relief effort was initially planned to run for three months, but it rapidly expanded into one of the 
largest relief programs in Communist Eastern Europe. At the end of these operations, Lazarus had delivered 
about 28,000 tons of food to destinations in Russia that included St. Petersburg, Moscow and Nowgorod. 

After the humanitarian aid program to Poland, the LHW-President (Member of the Order) in Poland, donated 
eight Lazarus-Social Stations for homecare and a mobile Hospice. Lazarus donated the cars for the nurses 
and the GP-EU still takes care of these stations and the equipment. All Polish Lazarus-nurses were repeatedly 
invited for several weeks training in the St. Lazarus-Hauses.

Throughout this aid distribution program for Hungary, Croatia, Romania and Kosovo, LHW acted with the 
special blessings of the Pope, who was very interested in the Order’s activities to save life and promote free-
dom. The Pope invited the former LHW-President, Chev. Klaus-Peter Pokolm - now the Grand Prior Europe 
- for a private Audience in Castelgodolfo. Three years later, a delegation of 34 LHW-volunteers were invited 
to the Vatican in Rome. Although a Pope never receives decorations, John Paul II made an exception, when he 
accepted the Medal marked N° 1 which celebrated the help given to Poland during the years of the country’s 
greatest need.   

This Vatican support explains the particular focus of the Order’s humanitarian efforts in the East. 

Charitable Humanitarian Activities
of the Order
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Shortly after the Tsunami, the Order collected in 120,000 Euros in first action private donations from all ju-
risdictions and asked the LHW to organise - in the Order’s name  - a humanitarian Tsunami aid program. 

After a first evaluation by a member of the Order  and  on  recommendation of the LHW, the  donation was 
used for the purchase of food and the construction of new fishing boats on the isle of Nias in Indonesia.. 

In  the second phase of the relief programme, our volunteer organised the reconstruction of destroyed build-
ings with additional funds from collected donations via ADH in Germany. The LHW built the first school in 
the north of the Nias-island for 250 children, followed by as a second project, a school for  450 children and  
an additional  home for 50 children.

 The close cooperation between the Order and the LHW as an experience NGO, was a huge success   The 
LAZARUS HILFSWERK also helped on the neighbouring island of Simuk, where the new pier was be re-
stored. This was a Lazarus-project to enable local fisher folk to return to what is for many, their only source 
of income.

Some of LHW’s activities were co-financed by the European Community, Public calls for donations and some-
times by the German Government. However, many of these projects were realized within the Order’s own 
financial resources and from the committed work of our active Members and affiliated Lazarus Volunteers.

Significantly, the vast majority of the Order’s resources and capabilities are donated and generated wholly by 
its members.

Charitable Humanitarian Activities of the Order.............
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At a recent informal forward planning session for the Western Cape Commandery, I was invited to 
write, edit and launch a simple quarterly e-newsletter for the Cape Commandery, with a view to 
improving internal communication, motivation and involvement in the affairs of the Order and so on 
and as an aid to recruitment and building esprit du corps.

This has – rightly - rapidly metamorphosed into a communication tool on a national platform and - being 
Internet based - will no doubt spread further afield too. 

It’s for a small community discussing stuff that’s important to US and those we want to get involved in the 
Order and the work we do. And therein lies the crux........... It’s going to be about US, for US, what we stand 
for and what we do as part of our belief system
 

After some deliberation, it was decided that an appropriate, all-encompassing title for such an e-newsletter 
might be ‘UNDER THE MANTLE’.
 

We wear these and they are significant to our Order. There’s a whole lot of fairly subtle and relevant symbol-
ogy there too......

I would welcome contributions for future issues.

Capt.  WILL CARTER   JCD OLJ
Editor

FINAL WORD
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THE GRAND BAILIWICK OF SOUTH AFRICA
OFFICE BEARERS and MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL

GRAND BAILIFF   Dame Tamra J. Capstick-Dale DCLJ
SECRETARY GENERAL  Chev William deVilliers CStJ, KLJ, MMLJ
RECEIVER GENERAL   Chris Downie OLJ
HERALD    Father Richard Girdwood JCD, ChLJ
CUSTODIAN OF INSIGNIA  Chev Johan Louw KCLJ
     Derrick Rosslind OLJ, BMLJ

WESTERN CAPE COMMANDERY
COMMANDER   Serena Rosslind OLJ

GAUTENG COMMANDERY
COMMANDER   Chev Peter Walters KLJ

CONTACT DETAILS

Lee-ann Heyburgh         Tel:    021-426-1233            administration@stlazarussa.co.za


