
Our Christian duty of charitable love must never be reduced to the mere mechanical act of benevolent giving, but must 
be expressed through concrete steps that work towards social justice and have a substantial, positive impact on the 
welfare of the communities and individuals for whom we care. The Order of St Lazarus was founded on the principle of 
providing such practical assistance to those in need, in obedience to the injunction of the Gospel of St Matthew: “For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 
to visit me... I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

Earlier this year, I was therefore privileged to accompany members of the Gauteng Commandery on a visit to the Lo-
erie Youth Centre in Bronkhorstspruit, where some 33 children aged between six and seventeen are accommodated 
in an environment of security, love and discipline. The Order of St Lazarus in Gauteng has supported the home for the 
past 12 years, contributing towards the costs of uniforms, school fees and holidays. This visit was particularly special as 
we presented Betsie Jacobs - a retired policewoman who runs the Centre for the Board of Trustees -with our Silver 
Merit Medal in recognition of her outstanding services.  

This month, we in the Western Cape paid our first visit to the Christine Revell Children’s Home in Athlone and 
were enormously inspired by the dedicated work of the wonderful women who care for these neglected or abandoned 
children, all of whom are aged younger than five. Thank you to Serena for organising this, and for those who came and 
gave of their time to this inspiring, much needed sanctuary.

The Order has also resolved to forge a closer relationship with His Grace Thabo Makgoba, the Archbishop of Cape 
Town. It is, after all, in one of his diocesan churches that the Order has its Cape Town spiritual home and we were in-
volved in the special service of thanksgiving in May that celebrated the tenth anniversary of his consecration as a bishop, 
when the Revd. Barney Pityana delivered the thanksgiving sermon in St George’s Cathedral.

Finally, I owe a sincere word of apology to Anthony Lister for inadvertently and wrongly demoting him as the Keeper 
of the Insignia. Of course, he continues to perform this role with diligence and dependability and the last newsletter 
erred in suggesting that he had yielded his duties to others.

We will shortly be sending out information about the Order’s next Investiture. Thank you to Will Carter who puts in 
most of the work for the newsletter – it really does take considerable effort, creative and editing skills!

God bless.

We were very pleased with the enthusiastic reception given our 
first newsletter. Clearly, members have an appetite for more in-
formation about the activities of the Order both in South Africa 
and abroad and we will continue in future months to enhance 
this service through both regular newsletters and more frequent 
updates of our website.    

Members will recall that at our meeting at Theewaterskloof, shortly 
after my investiture, we agreed that our Commanderies should create 
stronger bonds with those charities that benefit from our fundraising 
efforts. This is an important initiative as there is much value in not only 
monitoring how these funds are being used, but in establishing practical 
cooperative and hands-on relationships with those organisations we 
seek to assist.  
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In 1967, he founded at the Patriarchate, the Oriental Library to promulgate the knowledge of Eastern tradi-
tions. After the arrest of Archbishop Hilarion Capucci by the Israeli authorities in 1974, His Beatitude Patri-
arch Maximos V Hakim appointed him Patriarchal Administrator, then Patriarchal Vicar, in Jerusalem. 

There he initiated a variety of social projects such as repairing churches, opening clinics and building public 
housing, including a guest house for pilgrims at the Patriarchal Centre in Jerusalem. 

On August 30, 1981 he was named Archbishop by Patriarch Maximos V Hakim and on November 27 conse-
crated bishop by the patriarch and enthroned as titular Archbishop of Tarsus. 

Patriarch Maximos resigned in 2000 at the age of 92 owing to failing health, and the episcopal synod of the 
Melkite Church met at the patriarchal residence in Raboueh on November 22, 2000, to elect a new patriarch. 
On November 29 the synod elected Archbishop Laham to that position. He chose the name Gregorios after 
the Patriarch Gregorios II Youssef, the last member of the Basilian Salvatorian Order to serve as head of the 
Melkite Church.

The name ‘Gregorios’ means ‘The Watchman’

Following a tradition of the more than 900-years old Order of Knighthood, founded in Jerusalem to take 
care of lepers in the Hospital of St. Lazarus, Patriarch Gregorios III Laham is the Spiritual Protector of the 
international ecumenical Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem, as were his predecessors 
Maximos IV and Maximos V.

THE SPIRITUAL PROTECTOR
His Beatitude
Gregorios III Laham
Patriarch of Antioch and of All 
the East, of Alexandria and of 
Jerusalem

Patriarch Gregorios was born Lutfy Laham in Da-
rayya, Syria in 1933. 

He entered the Seminary of the Holy Saviour of the 
Basilian Salvatorian Order near Saida, Lebanon in 
1943, taking his simple religious vows in 1949 and his 
solemn religious vows in 1954. 

He received his religious and philosophical education 
at the Holy Saviour Seminary, Joun, Lebanon, then 
continued his theological studies in Rome where 
he was ordained priest on February 15, 1959 in the 
Church of the Abbey of Grottaferrata. 

In 1961, he received the title of Doctor in Oriental 
Ecclesiastical Sciences from the Pontifical Oriental 
Institute run by the Jesuit Fathers in Rome.
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BRINGING A RAY OF LIGHT
Cape Commandery visit to the Christine 
Revell Children’s Home,  Athlone

Saturday was a beautiful, sunny late winter’s day in Cape Town, 
and our St Lazarus party was up betimes.  We rang for admit-
tance precisely at 9.00 a.m., and were given a quick tour of the 
home.

The children - it goes without saying - were adorable. The 
home is most impressive: staff members were cheerful and 
friendly and the home, although clearly in need of support, 
was clean, tidy and welcoming - even though the ladies on 
duty had not been expecting us.

The home caters for 49 children from birth to five years old.  
We saw two infants under six months. (At one point your 
correspondent  -William de Villiers - thought that he would 
be going home with a new baby daughter but, fortunately or 
unfortunately, the moment passed!)

After our tour, we took a group of the bigger children out to 
the front garden for a (very energetic) play session, followed 
by orange slices!

Some of the children are severely challenged by foetal-al-
cohol syndrome. Others have to deal with an inner knowl-
edge of abandonment and abuse. With one or two excep-
tions, however, they were cheerful, and their enjoyment of 
the beards adorning the faces of the “Oupas” had to be seen 
to be appreciated.

At length, age (ours) took its toll, and the party broke up 
with mutual admiration freely expressed by those present. It 
seems a good time was had by all.

Your representatives were: Serena Rosslind (Commander); 
Mac Bisset; Billy Downer; Gavin Leite (Commandery of 
the Western Cape); William de Villiers (Secretary Gen-
eral) and Tamra Capstick-Dale (Grand Bailiff).

Mac Bisset (above), WIlliam de Villiers 
(below) and Gavin Leite and Billy Down-
ner (bottom) build new bonds of friendship 
with the kids. 
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Thriving on challenges; achieving goals; enthusiastic 
guardian of values and principles.

Wendy was born in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, but moved to South 
Africa with her family and matriculated in Johannesburg in 1980 
with both SA Schools and Provincial hockey colours. 

Initially she followed a career in town planning, joining the Johan-
nesburg City Council, completed a BA and was promoted to a 
managerial position at the tender age of 28. 

In 1992, Wendy relocated to Cape Town and branched into com-
mercial property while acquiring her asset management skills. She 
once again excelled and left  her mark after being appointed as 
Broll’s first woman director. Six years later,Wendy started her 
own consultancy and simultaneously completed her MPhil Devel-
opment Planning at Stellenbosch University. 

NEW WESTERN CAPE COMMANDER
Wendy Anne Hartshorne

Today she enjoys a substantial track record of professional delivery and successful extramural challenges.

Her election as the Western Cape Commander follows her Chairmanship of the Cape Town Club (2006), 
her Chairmanship of the Western Cape region of the South African Property Owners’ Association and cur-
rent responsibility as a Management Board member of the Metropolitan Golf Club.

Asked what drives her, she said, “No matter how humble our beginnings we can and owe it to ourselves to 
strive to make a difference wherever we can.

Wendy Harthorne OLJ

“In today’s world,  the virtues of chivalry offer more than pleasantries and politeness. They give purpose and 
meaning to our efforts, and therefore support the overall workings of society. The emphasis I would place from 
the St Lazarus perspective and our work going forward is on Truth, Loyalty, Courtesy and Justice.” 

To quote D.Joseph Jacques...................

   Truth provides the foundation of chivalry.  A person who lies cannot be trusted. Their strength and ambi-
tions cannot be esteemed. Truth should always remain our greatest concern. 

   Loyalty denotes a relationship that is based on truth and commitment. If we are fortunate, we have com-
panions who are loyal to us, but we must be loyal to others as well. Loyalty is a virtue to cultivate, even when 
it is not reciprocated.

   Courtesy provides the means for cordial and meaningful relationships.  A society cannot be healthy with-
out courteous interaction. We sometimes admire people who trample on courtesy to get what they want. 
Unfortunately, the contentious world they create is very disappointing, and we all have to live in it.

  Justice involves little more than treating people fairly. It also calls for mercy.  We all make mistakes.  We 
admire people who are strong, but if their strength is not directed to uphold what is good, what value does 
it have? We are called to use our strength to defend those who cannot defend themselves, and commit our-
selves to just causes.
Wendy hopes to raise the profile of the Western Cape Commandery, with a special focus on the 
development of a Youth Chapter.
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PRESENTATION OF SILVER MEDAL OF MERIT
BETZIE JACOBSTO

GAUTENG COMMANDERY

Members of the Commandery 
recently visited the Lourie Youth 
Centre in Bronkhorstspruit, where 
thirty-three boys and girls aged be-
tween about 6 and 17 years from 
(mainly) abused backgrounds  are 
provided with security, love and 
discipline.

Retired policewoman Betzie Jacobs, 
who runs the Centre, was presented 
with our silver Merit Medal in rec-
ognition of her outstanding services 
and the considerable impact she has 
had on the lives and chances of so 
many youngsters over the years.

Chevalier Schalk Visser, with Betzie Jacobs and 
our Grand Bailiff, Dame Tamra Capstick-Dale

Betzie Jacobs, the boys and girls of the Lourie Youth Centre and members of the silver Medal of Merit presentation 
group.                 Betzie, we salute you.



It’s important that as an Order with Christian values, we build up strong, sustainable relationships 
with community organisations that have greatest needs for our charity work and sharing.

At Christine Revell Children’s Home we provide full-time care for up to 49 babies and children from birth 
to five years of age who have been referred to us by social workers and placed here by order of a children’s 
court. The children are either neglected, abandoned, abused, orphaned and are accepted at the home irre-
spective of HIV status, race or gender.

We strive to create a warm, friendly and homely environment, but our ultimate aim is to re-unite a child with 
its parents or the extended family should circumstances permit. Children are also placed into foster care with 
suitable families in the communities and when the proper legal channels have been followed, children can also 
be adopted. 

These decisions are always taken with the full involvement of our social worker, the social worker who re-
ferred the child to us, the family and children’s courts.

We build brighter futures
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Where to find us:

Huntley Street (off Wallis St)
Athlone
Cape Town
South Africa

Telephone
Home: +27 (0)21 697 1748

Social Worker:
+27 (0)21- 697 5579        Fax: +27 (0)86 553 9220

CHRISTINE REVELL CHILDREN’S HOME

Staff, helpers and a bunch of kids now 
with a greater chance at living more ful-
filled lives, thanks to the Christien Revell 
Children’s Home and the donors who 
support them.
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THE FEAST OF SAINT LAZARUS
December 17th is the Feast Day of St Lazarus. He was the poor man who sat at the gates of the city 
and begged for alms while dogs licked his wounds.

Lazarus is the brother of Saints Martha and Mary, and was a close friend of Jesus.. It is believed that it was 
Jesus who raised Lazarus from a tomb after he had been placed there, four days after his death. It is then that 
Lazarus emerged from the tomb without any imperfection, illness or impurity

St Lazaro, as he is known in the Latino cul-
ture, is petitioned for any serious illnes or any 
deformities of the body of any kind. He can 
be seen as the patron saint for all those who 
suffer from skeltial disfigurements, as he is be-
lieved to relieve the suffering and the pain of 
being ostracised for their disability.

In the Afro-Caribbean religions of Lukimi and 
Santeria,, Lazarus is known as Babalauve. 
When we trace the history of his devotion 
back to Africa,  Babaluya is the god of smallpox, 
simpanna and trompana, which have ravaged 
this troubled continent for centuries.

In this religeous path, the Ile (or place of wor-
ship), open their doors to any who are afflicted. 
The devotees stand on large white sheets and 
have various grains poured over them such as 
rice, beans, corn, lentils and such, to absorb the 
illness and disease. Many will receive ‘limpias’ 
or ‘limpiezas’, full body ‘cleanings’ or ‘cleans-
ings’ of herbs, cigar smoke, Florida Water and/
or White Rum. 

If one santero or santera becomes ‘possessed’ 
by the Spirit, he or she will be given wise coun-
sel to whom he believes needs it. The grains 
are collected and wrapped up in the white 
sheeting to be disposed of properly.  A feast is 
usually served afterwards.

In these commnities - and indeed throught 
much of the Latin world - Saint Lazarus’ s 
candle is purple and is always burned in de-
votion to him.

BABALAUVE
BABALAUVE
BABALAUVE
BABALAUVE



If you take a look at the medals and decorations we wear as members of the Order of St Lazarus, you 
will see a representation of Our Lord raising Lazarus from the dead. 

If you were to turn the medal or decoration over, you will see a medallion of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 
The link between the Order of St Lazarus and that of Our Lady of Mount Carmel goes back to the seven-
teenth century.

In 1608 - two years before his assassination - King Henri IV of France created, with the blessing of Pope Paul V,  
the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. He named Philibert, Marquis de Nerestang, the 35th Grand Master 
of Saint Lazarus, as the Grand Master of the new Order. 
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MARY TREASURED THESE THINGS
IN HER HEART

The Pope in effect amalgamated the two orders, which 
then became known as the Order of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel and Saint Lazarus. 

The insignia of the new order was an eight-pointed Mal-
tese cross, bearing fleurs-de-lys in the angles and quar-
tered the colours of both orders (purple and green), 
bearing on the obverse, a representation of Our Lady 
and on the reverse one of Saint Lazarus.

There is a good deal of controversy as to the King’s 
reasons for founding this new order and then joining it 
to Saint Lazarus. 

Some historians see it as a move to prove to the Pope 
that he was now a good Catholic fulfilling the vows he 
took to create institutions to glorify the Church and the 
Faith, when he abjured Protestantism.

Others hold that the King was being wily and his only 
desire was to prevent the considerable properties of a 
moribund Saint Lazarus from falling into the hands of the 
Hospitallers of Saint John and so, in effect, revive Saint 
Lazarus, which had been dissolved by Pope Innocent VIII 
in 1489. 

Since over the years he had made several efforts to have Pope Paul V annul the 1489 bull, it is reasonable to 
assume that the truth lies somewhere in between. Historians of the Order claim that, although they owed 
allegiance to a common Grand Master, neither Order lost its sovereign identity.

In theory the Order was military, but with the exception of a brief period in the 17th century, when it manned 
ten naval frigates, it played no military role after it left the Holy Land. Limited to 100 knights, it was composed 
of diplomats, high-level civil servants and members of the titled nobility. 

The King was the sovereign head and protector and chose the Grand Master.  The Grand Master, however, 
was only recognized by the Pope as Grand Master of the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and not of 
Saint Lazarus. During the reign of Louis XVI, the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel - not the combined 
Orders - was awarded to the top three students of the French Royal Military School. 

The Orders were separate, though they shared the same Grand Master. 

The Ven Richard Girdwood, JCD, ChLJ
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Although the Order enjoyed a unique relationship with the French Royal House and was officially under 
the protection of the King of France, it was never a Royal Order. The King’s titles as Sovereign, Founder and 
Protector meant that he was Sovereign and Founder of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Protector of Saint 
Lazarus.

What do we know of Our Lady of Mount Carmel? 

In the 12th century a number of hermits were living out their religious lives in caves on Mount Carmel. 

They had a particular devotion to Mary the Mother of the Lord.  Their reputation for holiness of living spread 
through the church at the time.  
     
Many pilgrims to the Holy Land, who followed those fighting the Crusades, made journeys to pray with these 
holy hermits. 

As a result, a devotion to ‘Our Lady of Mount Carmel’ grew in the church. Throughout the Christian era, 
believers have looked to Mary as an example. 

She is often called the First Disciple. She kept a mother’s eye on Jesus, and was aware of who he was. 

You will remember her words to the incredulous servants at the Wedding feast at Cana – ‘Do whatever he 
tells you.” 

As we live out our lives of discipleship, we can learn from the example of Mary.  Scripture tells us she trea-
sured in her heart the events of her son’s life. 

As members of the Order of St Lazarus we keep Mary close of our hearts when we wear our medals 
and decorations.

MARY TREASURED THESE THINGS IN HER HEART.....

How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before 
starting to improve the world.                                      ~Anne Frank
       

Fr Richard Girdwood is Acting Archdeacon of Groote Schuur 
and Rector of the Parish of St Michael and All Angels, Observatory.

He is also thenewly appointed Secretary General of the 
South African Bailiwick.
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WORLDWIDE INITIATIVES
In each issue of UNDER THE MANTLE, we will put the spotlight on the wonderful work being done 
by other Grand Priories and Commanderies around the world, to help us get a sense of perspective 
on not only the global nature of our Order, but also the impact that we make on the lives of so many 
people in so many places.

The Grand Priory of Argentina is active in assisting a Shelter from discrimination: run by a Lutheran pas-
tor, the Solidarity Hostel in the city neighbourhood of Constitución in Argentina houses men regardless of 
age, sexual orientation or religious faith. It is assisted a great deal by Argentinian Lazarites.

The Grand Priory of Hungary has found a different niche in its quest for Hospitaller work worldwide. 
Led by the dynamic Grand Prior, Chevalier Bela Danielisz KLJ CMLJ, this Grand Priory believes that its mis-
sion is to create the necessary international tools in order to assist in the eradication of illiteracy and also to 
create better opportunities for people around the world who do not have the financial means to study and 
specialise in their chosen fields and artisanship. To this effect, the Grand Priory of Hungary established, late 
last year, the Saint Lazarus Centre for Knowledge, based in Budapest, with these specific Hospitaller goals in 
mind.

Various Grand Priories also donate vehicles and other needed products to other worthy organisations 
worldwide. Recently, the Grand Priory of Malta donated a motor vehicle to the Malta Memorial District 
Nurses Association to assist them in their daily work of inoculating social cases in their own residences. 
Another motor vehicle was also donated this year to the Tiny Infants Parents Support Group, which deals 
specifically with cases of premature births and stillborn babies and the ensuing parental trauma. 

There is no country or continental barrier for such donations: This year also saw the active members of the 
Grand Priory of the United States, even before this was duly consecrated, donating a moto-med machine 
to Vladi, a paralysed young Russian girl who was - through a terrible accident - left paralysed in her teens. Such 
a machine would have cost around 9000 Euros if bought brand new.  And this apart from her very expensive 
regular treatment in a specialised Moscow hospital. In came the Americans who literally bought, crated and 
freighted the whole moto-med machine to a delighted Vladi!

The Grand Priory of Congo is helping to provide substantial construction repairs to three buildings 
deeded by the Congolese Government, medical care and medicine for children orphaned by AIDS,  as well as 
providing food, clothing, shoes, beds, educational supplies, computers, and Christian supplies. Additionally, by 
means of the constant synergy created between the Grand Priory of Hungary and the Grand Officers of 
the Sovereign Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, a staggering 400,000 Euros plus worth of medicinal supplies 
is being made available to the Grand Priory of Congo in order to alleviate its Hospitaller needs.
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The Order of St. Lazarus supports 
the leprosy project for the clinic of Dr 
Rémy Rouselot in INDIA
As a key result of the hospitaller meeting in Kevelaer in May 
this year, a huge helping hand has been given to the leprosy 
project for the clinic of Dr Rémy Rousselot in India and has 
proved to be most successful.
 
This hospital - in Bhubaneswar Odisha, India - is under the trustee-
ship of ‘Gandhiji Seva Niketan’ - a medical voluntary organization 
(NGO) - that has been working for leprosy patients since 1995. 

Many thousands of people have passed through its doors in this 
period.

The clinic has 50 beds. Over seven hundred and fifty orthopaedic 
operations are carried out annually; in particular, amputations and 
reconstructive surgery. 

In a part of the country blighted with this dreadfully disfiguring disease, widespread poverty, low levels of 
education, primary health care, sanitation and civic support structures, this surgical centre for people suffering 
from leprosy offers free service for all leprosy patients.   

Substantial financial support has been given to the Leprosy Surgery Centre in Bhubaneswar. 

The Grand Hospitaller has known Dr. Rousselot for 25 years and has validated the effectiveness of this facility. 
Funding for all surgical interventions performed at the Centre has been ensured for one year.

This joint project could only be realized thanks to the prompt and unbureaucratic collaboration of the juris-
dictions of England & Wales, Germany, the HC Wallendorf and the HDZ (German Dentists’ Sponsorship for 
Leprosy and Distressed Areas), and in particular, the  hard work and energies freely given by Grand Hospi-
taller, Chev. Dr Klaus Winter.
 

Our Order, helping to heal
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CHURCH OF ST. LAZARUS
LANARCA, CYPRUS

The Church of Saint Lazarus is a magnificent Byzantine late-9th century church in Larnaca, Cyprus. 
It belongs to the Church of Cyprus, an autocephalous Greek Orthodox Church.

The Church of Saint Lazarus is named for New Testament figure Lazarus of Bethany, the subject of a miracle 
recounted in the Gospel of John, in which Jesus raises him from the dead. According to Orthodox tradition, 
some time after the Resurrection of Christ, Lazarus was forced to flee Judea, compelling him to seek refuge 
in Kition, Cyprus, to avoid the anger of the high priests and the Pharisees, who wanted to kill him. ‘....The chief 
priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; because that by reason of him many of the Jews went 
away, and believed in Jesus’ (John 12:1011). 

There he was appointed by the Apostles Paul and Barnabas as the first Bishop of Kittim (present-day 
Larnaca).

Saint Lazarus’ stay in Larnaca is connected with various traditions. According to one of these, during the thirty 
years he lived after his resurrection, he never smiled except on one occasion, when he saw someone stealing 
a pot, when he smilingly said: “The clay steals the clay.” He was worried at the sight of the unredeemed souls 
he had seen during his four day stay in Hades (the redeeming sacrifice of Christ on the cross has not yet taken 
place nor had his resurrection, which saved man from sin and eternal condemnation). 
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The Tomb of St.Lazarus, Lanarc, Cyprus

CHURCH OF ST. LAZARUS LANARCA, CYPRUS

He is said to have lived for thirty more years in this place and on his death, was buried there for the second 
and last time. The Church of Ayios Lazaros was built over the reputed (second) tomb of Lazarus.

This church has been known to the Christian world for much of the 1200 years since its first creation and 
was - until the early years of the 20th century -  considered an indispensable supplement to the pilgrimage 
of the Holy Land.

Tradition says that the place of Lazarus’ tomb was lost during the period of Arab rule beginning in 649 A.D. 

In 890 A.D., the holy relics of the Saint were found in a tomb in Larnaca, bearing the inscription ‘Lazarus the 
found dead and friend of Christ’. In 898 A.D., Emperor Leo VI the Wise of Byzantium carried the holy 
relics to Constantinople, the capital of the empire and in exchange, sent money and craftsmen to build the 
magnificent Byzantine church we see today. The transfer was apostrophized by Arethas, Bishop of Caesarea, 
and is commemorated by the Orthodox Church each year on October 17.

Tradition and deeply held belief has it that the people of Kition kept and hid some of the sacred relics. The fact 
that later only a few sacred relics were discovered (and not all of them), is good proof of their authenticity. 

Another tradition deals with the Salines (salt lakes) situated in the 
outskirts of Larnaca. According to this, the Salines were formerly an 
immense vineyard. One day, the Saint chanced to pass by and being 
thirsty, asked the owner for some grapes to quench his thirst, but was 
refused any; and when the Saint pointed to a basket which seemed 
to be full of grapes, was told that it contained salt. Then the Saint - to 
punish the wickedness and hypocrisy of those men - miraculously 
turned the immense vineyard into a salt lake. 
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On the east side of the marble sarcophagus which exists today be-
neath the altar - in which the few remains of the sacred relics were 
found - we can see the inscription in Greek capital letters the 
word ‘FILIOU’, that is ‘friend’ in genitive case. Most likely this sar-
cophagus has replaced the original one, if we accept that this was 
transferred with the main part of the relics to Constantinople. 

After the capture of Constantinople by the Franks in 1204, the Crusaders 
- besides the other treasures they carried to the West - also carried the 
Saint’s holy relics to Marseilles, from where they were subsequently lost.

The Church of Ayios Lazaros, erected on his sepulchre, is considered by Cypriots as the most precious 
monument in Lamaca. Who can enter it and not be moved! An air of grandeur, emanating from early Christi-
anity, a ‘doric’ grandeur which impresses you, characterizes it. 

Its famous iconostasis, an excellent example of woodcarving, looks like an immense embroidery in gold 
thread. Innumerable figures of Saints adorn it: beautiful figures, ‘mystic’, filled with ‘the peace of God that sur-
passes every mind’, holy figures which, during the morning and evening services, seem to bring heaven down 
to earth. The beautiful iconostasis looks really like a celestial firmament, and its icons like ‘illuminating stars’, a 
true picture of ‘An assemble of the firstborn which are written in heaven’ (Hebrews 12:13), a picture that reminds 
us so vividly of the world beyond. 

From the architectural point of view, the style of the church of St. Lazarus is typical of the ‘domed’ churches 
of Cyprus, - built of stone with three aisles and three domes in a row over the middle aisle.

The iconstasis is an exceptional art piece and is considered as one of the finest examples of wood carving 
in Cyprus, if not Europe. Its construction covered the years 1773 to 1782. Between 1793 and 1797, it was 
covered with gold and the icons’ paintings on it were completed by the painter Hadji-Michael and his ap-
prentices or associates. 

The iconostasis is adorned with 120 icons of wonderful craftsmanship; 13 large ones in the lower row and 60 
smaller ones in the two upper rows (30 icons in each); 25 at the doors to the Sanctuary and four near the 
Crucifix at the top, with a symbolic representation of the ‘pelican’ at the base of the cross. The rest are small 
cyclical icons, 16 half the height of the iconstasis and two at the top. 
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The holy altar is a masterpiece of wood carving (dated 1773), as well as the bishop’s throne with the icon of 
St. Lazarus, dated 1734. 

Under Frankish and Venetian rule (the 13th to 16th centuries), the church became Roman Catholic. A stone 
covered portico (stoa) of Gothic style was added on its south side during this time. St. Lazarus Church, lonely 
as it was, functioned as a monastery. During the Frankish occupation it was converted by the Franks into a 
Benedictine (Roman Catholic) monastery, while for a short time it came under Armenian Roman Catholics. 

The three imposing domes of this Orthodox Basilica Church and the original bell tower were destroyed - 
probably in the first years of Ottoman rule (1571 AD) - when the church was turned into a mosque. In 1589, 
the Ottomans sold it back to the Orthodox, probably because of its Christian cemetery. For the next two 
hundred years it was used for both Orthodox and Catholic services. The porch bears traces of Greek, Latin, 
and French inscriptions. In 1857, after the Ottoman authorities again allowed Cypriot churches to have bell 
towers, the church’s bell-tower was rebuilt in a Latinate style.

Until the middle of the 19th century, it was known by locals and travellers as the ‘Monastery’, despite the fact 
that it had ceased to be such, long before. The rooms and cells all round, the monastic ritual that was pre-
served, the many divine services and the numerous Church staff it had, still gave it the aspect of a monastery. 
The divine services in this Church were always conducted with a certain dignity and magnificence. 

The rooms adjoining the Church (formerly about twenty in number) were used in past centuries as hostels 
were travellers, pilgrims and traders stayed. On the north-west side of the yard, there is a small Protes-
tant cemetery with beautiful marble carved graves, where European merchants, sailors, English Consuls and 
American missionaries are buried.

A fire in 1970 damaged much of the interior, including extensive damage to a section of the iconostasis to-
gether with the corresponding icons. The iconostasis has been partially restored and was re-plated with gold 
between 1972 and 1974. On November 2, 1972, during subsequent renovation of the church, ancient human 
remains were discovered in a marble sarcophagus under the altar, and were identified by as part of the saint’s 
relics. 

The Church of St. Lazarus is so closely connected with the life of Larnaca that its history is also the history 
of the town itself. For at least two and half centuries from the 18th to the mid-twentieth it was the religious, 
ethnic, philanthropic and educational centre of the town, and the axis round which turned its religious and 
social life. Few churches in Cyprus have to show such a multifarious activity as that shown by St. Lazarus 
Church. It founded and maintained schools, took care of hospitals and of cemeteries, helped the poor and was 
the guardian and custodian of the interests of the townsmen, the supporter and helper of every one in need, 
a strong and wise representative of the town and its interests...’

Today, when all the sectors of social activities have come under state control, the role of the Church of St. 
Lazarus is confined to the religious life of the town. The big bells that adorn the enormous campanile diffuse 
- almost every day - their melody across the town, their familiar sound being interwoven with the daily life 
of the people of Larnaca. These bells have for many generations now, invited the faithful to morning and eve-
ning services, to the official Doxologies (Te Deums) and ceremonies, and other divine services. Quite special 
importance is given to the official ceremonies (Vespers, Matins, Divine Liturgy, and litany with the Saint’s icon 
through the streets of Larnaca), held during the Saint’s day (Saturday before Palm Sunday) and the eve of that 
day.

This is a brief story of the birth and life of the Church of St. Lazarus the friend of Christ, first Bishop 
of the see of Kition and Patron Saint of Larnaca, whose final tomb and relics are jealously kept in this 
beautiful, one thousand two hundred and eight year old, Byzantine Church. 
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Ron was born in London in February 1926 and after matriculating,completed university studies in Accounting 
and Law.  After a spell with the Air Corps, he volunteered for War service with the Royal Air Force and ended 
up as a sergeant navigator on Lancaster bombers. 

In 1948, Ron emmigrated to South Africa with his parents – a trip that took over a month by sea, via Naples, 
the Suez Canal and down the East Coast of Africa, around the Cape, to Durban.

Two years later, he joined a firm of accountants and moved to Kokstad, where he met and married Lyn. His 
son, Alan, was born a year later. This was followed by a move to Germiston and a post as accountant at Hume 
Steel, an extended period back in the UK and after the birth of their daughter, Debra, in 1961, a permanent 
return to South Africa and an entrepreneurial move into their own bakery and restaurant business in Johan-
nesburg. The long hours took their toll healthwise and these were sold two years later, before Ron dived 
back into the corporate world, working as an accountant with spells at Edgars, Grosvenor Motors and Sydney 
Clow Motors.

Ron and Lyn divorced in 1966, but by 1971, Ron had met and married Heather (through their common inter-
est in amateur dramatics) - a union that has lasted well to this day.

Heather was born in Uitenhage and has a strong 1820 and Scottish lineage. Together, they moved to a small 
holding and Heather took on the responsibility for their small enterprise producing slaughter rabbits, keeping 
their sheep and ducks happy and harvesting their 60 pecan nut trees.

Over the years, Ron and Heather have separately and jointly been much involved in amateur dramatics and 
the staging of various productions. He was also able to devote a considerable part of his spare time to the 
Boy Scout Movement, retiring as Regional Commissioner for Johanneburg.

Ron and Heather have shared a great deal of their 40-odd year life together in support of things pro-
fessional, military, theatrical, and charitable, the latter – most notably – through their membership 
and work within the ranks of the Gauteng Commandery of our Order in this country.

Ron and Heather, just a few months ago 
celebrating his 85th and Heather’s 80th 
birthdays and their 40th wedding anniver-
sary.
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In 1969, Ron was head-hunted by the PG Group. His appointment as Group Secretary – and eventually as 
director of a number of their companies – filled his working days ‘till his retirement in 1991. Then the entre-
preneurial spirit kicked back in with the birth of H & R Management Consultants, specialising in tax consulting 
and the formation and provision of accounting services to close corporations.

During this period, Ron’s interest in things military led him to re-enlist in the (then) SA Defence Force Re-
serves when, in 1976, Ron joined the South African Air Force as a Logistics Officer. His first call-up saw him 
sent to the (then) Rhodesian border in command of a Tactical Airfield unit. This small unit comprised Regular 
Force, Citizen Force and conscript members. In May 1980, he was appointed Officer Commanding 92 Tactical 
Airfield Unit – the first all Citizen Force unit to be formed – and served in this capacity for 15 years (including 
duty on the SW African, Botswana, Mozambique and Swaziland borders) before retiring in November 1991 
with the rank of Commandant (Lt. Col.)

Ron was awarded the Southern Cross Medal, Chief of the Defence Force Commendation, Pro Patria Medal 
and the John Chard Medal.

Outside of his working career and part-time military responsibilities, Ron succeeded in a number of profes-
sional fields. He is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators and President of the 
South African Division in 1981 and 1991 and served on a number of national and international committees.

He was instrumental – with Professor Steph. Naude – in the formulation of the Close Corporations Act and 
lectured quite extensively on Company and Close Corporation Law. This included a stint as Moderator and 
Examiner in the subject – and Company Secretarial Practice – at the Technikon SA in Florida.

Ron is a registered Tax Practitioner, a member of the S A Institute of Professional Accountants and of the 
Computer Society of South Africa, and is a Fellow of the Institute of Administration and Commerce, and a 
Fellow of the Institute of Directors.
                  ASSOCIATION WITH THE ORDER

Ron and Heather joined the (then) Transvaal Commandery of the Order of St Lazarus in 1990 and have been 
greatly involved in its administration and the fund raising activities of the Commandery since then. In 1992 
and as a result of his professional standing, Ron was appointed Secretary General for the Order in South 
Africa and Receiver General a few years later, but has now retired from these posts.

Ron is a Knight Commander of the Order and a Knight of the Companionate of Merit. Heather was made 
Dame in 2004.

Their continuing interest in the affairs of the Order is typified by their ongoing involvement with the Lourie 
Childrens Home in Bronkhorstspruit. 

Although Ron’s son, Alan, passed away unexpectedly in 2007, he and Heather have ten grandchildren and one 
great granddaughter. They limit their travels nowadays to a bi-annual visit to Ron’s daughter Debra, who has 
settled with her family in Oregon in the United States.

Ron and Heather have over the years been actively involved in the affairs of the RAF Association (Ron since 
1948), - he with its administration and as Chairman of its Johburg branch and Area vice-president (earning a 
Presidential Certificate in the process) and such projects as the creation and siting of the RAF Memorial in 
Johannesburg, she with the organising of the Battle of Britain Ball for fund raising and the War Airtime Training 
Scheme reunions for RAF personnel who trained in this country for service during those dark years.

Ron joined the MOTHS in 1973 and has served as Old Bill. During this period, he was Administrative Director 
of the Reserve Officers Association of South Africa for a number of years and represented them at meetings 
of the umbrella body at NATO in Brussels. Heather often accompanied him on these trips.

He is a long serving member of the Aircrew Association and was honoured with a Presidential award in 2008 
for his contribution to their museum, part of the York Air Museum in England.

RON and HEATHER PENNICOTT
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THE KEVELAER PILGRIMAGE

From 23 to 27 May 2012, approximately 200 members and guests of the Military and Hospitaller 
Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem met in Kevelaer, Germany on Pentecost weekend for the ’Inter-
national Pilgrimage 2012’. 

They came from 29 countries and four continents spanning the globe. Our Grand Master, the Most 
Honorable Don Carlos Gereda de Bourbon, Marquis of Almazan, and our Spiritual Protector, His Be-
atitude Gregorios III, graced members and guests with their presence.

During the Kevelaer Pilgrimage, the Order’s Grand Master and the Spiritual Protector, Patriarch Gregorios III 
signed an historical document confirming the Order’s continuity since the date of its foundation more than 
900 years ago.

Grand Officer Prof. Michael Ross undertook this initiative to counter false claims from other many sources 
about the history of our Order.  

The document confirms the recent history of unification of the Order of St. Lazarus under the current Grand 
Master, Don Carlos Gereda de Borbon and the Spiritual Protector Patriarch H.B. Gregorios III.

The Order of St Lazarus is an order established under canon law and thus may only be disbanded under 
canon law, and not by a secular authority such as the French crown. 
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When the French crown relinquished Protectorship, protection of the Order was taken up by the Patriarch 
of Antioch and Jerusalem. Here, the Patriarch confirms not only that the Order has been under the Protec-
tion of the Patriarchs for over 170 years (and thus continuing according to Canon Law), but also that under 
the Patriarch, the same Order was reorganized in 1910 into its present secularised form.

Grand Officer of Arms, Professor Michael Ross (Houston)’s untiring research in Order archives and his for-
mulation of this declaration, are significant indeed. 

Our Grand Master, the Most Honorable Don Carlos 
Gereda de Bourbon, Marquis of Almazan, 

and our Spiritual Protector, His Beatitude Gregorios III,
signing the Kevelaer Declaration on May 26th, 2012

THE KEVELAER PILGRIMAGE
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The Grand Priory of Ireland receives 
Papal Blessing from Benedict XVI. 

The Grand Priory of Ireland has received an Apostolic Blessing 
from His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, invoking abundant divine 
graces to the Officers & Members of the Grand Priory of Ire-
land of the Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem, on the occasion 
of the Priory’s 50th Anniversary.

In similar celebration, the Grand Priory 
of Ireland has been recognised by the 
United Nations with the status of United 
Nations Non Governmental Organisa-
tion, UN NGO.

The Order prepares for a Pilgrimage to Walsingham / Norfolk, 
in the United Kingdom in 2014
The Grand Priory of England & Wales is honoured to have been 
asked to host the International Pilgrimage of the Order from 6th to 
the 8th June, inclusive. 

Plans are as yet at an early stage, but it is intended - amongst many 
other activities - to organize a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Walsingham in Norfolk. 

For information on this centre of Marian devotion, the present day 
Anglican and Roman Catholic shrines, and the village of Little Wals-
ingham, please visit  www.walsingham.org.uk  

A history of the shrine can be found here:
 

www.walsinhamanglican.org.uk/the_shrine/the_story_so_far.htm

The pilgrimage will take place at the Feast of Pentecost, which in 2014 
falls on Sunday 8th June.  A meeting of the Heads of Jurisdiction will 
be held on Friday 6th and there will be an opportunity for everyone 
to take part in a variety of acts of worship and devotion on Saturday 
7th and Sunday 8th, and also to explore the area.

A POPE,  A GRAND PRIORY AND A PLANNED PILGRIMAGE

Full details, costs and a Registration Form will be published and made available next year (2013).
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The Saga of the Knights of Saint Lazarus from the Crusades to the 21st Century
      by Max J. Ellul             Published in 2011 by AuthorHouse 

This book, available directly through the AuthorHouse website link (below) in hardcover and softcover volumes, is 
a comprehensive review of the long history of the Order of Saint Lazarus Order from its early birth in the Holy Land 
during the Crusades. 

The book is also available for purchase from amazon.com and other leading US and internet bookstores.

This publication has been hailed as ‘the most honest and carefully researched’ work on the Knights of Saint 
Lazarus to date and has a foreword by top international bestseller, Tim Wallace Murphy. The tumultuous 
events surrounding the First Crusade and the ensuing centuries of struggle for the conquest of the Holy Land 
has reverberated throughout the centuries and affected our collective psyche to this date. ‘The Sword and 
the Green Cross’ offers a minutely researched analysis of the creation of one of the monastic and military 
Orders of the period: the Knights of Saint Lazarus.

Devoid of the chequered popularity of their contemporary Knights Templar or the Knights of Saint John, the 
Knights of Saint Lazarus - with their green cross and invariable care of lepers and other afflicted pilgrims, 
nobles, knights and peasantry - offer the reader a fascinating history of diplomacy, military exploits, survival 
instinct and a legacy which has permeated throughout time. 

The book explores the Order’s birth in the Outremer, its expansion and Papal sponsorship, its constant in-
teraction with the Templars and the Hospitallers and its tremendous growth in Europe, which later justified 
its lengthy operations on the Continent, even though the Holy Land was lost to the Crusades.

The book analyses its complete change from a Papal Order to a Monarchical Order under the benign over-
seeing of the French Kings and dwells at length on the immediate and long term ramifications of the French 
Revolution and the Order’s demise.

The ‘Sword and the Green Cross’ colourfully projects the period in which the Order flourished and illus-
trates prominent Lazarites from throughout the centuries. It also minutely dissects the modern day revivals 
of Lazarite organisations worldwide and, by means of hitherto unpublished documentation, sifts through the 
interpolated myths of such a revival and its magnetic allure to thousands worldwide.

‘The Sword and the Green Cross’ is a must read for all history buffs and those into Muslim-Christian rela-
tions and chivalry. 

http://www.authorhouse.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?BookId=SKU-000434346



WILL CARTER   JCD OLJ

Editor

FINAL WORD
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The more that I research and connect with fellow Lazarites around the world and the further I delve 
into the worthy enterprise undertaken in priories and commanderies large and small, the more I find 
a ‘sameness’ of spirit and a commonality of selfless approach to charitable work in an endless variety 
of ways and means. Some of the least visible enterprises have grown to mean so much to so many.

We are part of a larger universe and are, in our own corner at the southern end of this troubled continent, 
custodians of the work that has gone before and the many sacrifices that members of our Order have made 
over the decades and centuries, in the chivalric quest to serve in the Christian ideal. 

This is our heritage and our challenge; to continue in the worthy footsteps of those who have gone before.

In this vein, your usage of this e-newletter could be be a valuable platform to disseminate your own views and 
ideas, readings and thoughts, for the growth of all of us. 

I would welcome contributions for future issues.

JUST SOME TAIL-END EXTRA STUFF............

Tamra and Billy, at the Christine 
Revell Children’s Home,  Athlone

Peter Walters, Gauteng Commander, addressing the children 
and Trustees of Loerie Childrens Home. With him reading right 
to left are 3 Trustees, The Grand Bailiff, Chev. Peter Walters, 
Dame Iris Fair, Chev. Ron Pennicott, Dame Penny Culverwell 
and Chev.Heinz Rufenacht
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THE GRAND BAILIWICK OF SOUTH AFRICA
OFFICE BEARERS and MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL

GRAND BAILIFF   Dame Tamra J. Capstick-Dale DCLJ
SECRETARY GENERAL  The Ven Richard Girdwood, JCD, ChLJ 
RECEIVER GENERAL   Chris Downie OLJ
HERALD    The Ven Richard Girdwood JCD, ChLJ
CUSTODIAN OF INSIGNIA  Anthony Lister KCLJ
     

WESTERN CAPE COMMANDERY
COMMANDER   Wendy Hartshorne OLJ

GAUTENG COMMANDERY
COMMANDER   Chev Peter Walters KLJ

CONTACT DETAILS

Lee-ann Heyburgh         Tel:    021-426-1233            Lee-ann@corporateimage.co.za

The Editor – in compiling, designing, arranging and publishing this newsletter – accepts all material 
offered or otherwise sourced for publication in good faith and takes no responsibility for any con-
tent that may prove to be incorrect.


